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Cheque Presentation
On Friday the 14th of January the
Eastbourne Arts Circle presented a
cheque for £10,000 to the Deputy
Director of the Towner Niamh Pearce.
This was the final instalment of
£50,000 for the setting up of a new
artworks purchase fund called
The Towner Development Fund. 

Pictured: Niamh Pearce, Dr Helen Rufus-Ward,
Yvonne Burrell and Sir Philip Anson 

Ticket Booking for our Lectures
Tickets are £12 (£10 for members). Tickets are available by post from Sir Philip Anson,

34 Martello Road, Eastbourne, BN22 7SS. Please send one payment to cover all your

purchases payable to “Eastbourne Arts Circle”.  Please include an SAE, or email

address for confirmation. For a postal ticket booking form please visit our website: 

www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk

Pandemic Protection: Members are aware that there is still a risk from the Covid-19

pandemic, although face masks are no longer obligatory; we would prefer if our

audiences used them while in the building. 

Patron The Duke of Devonshire KCVO, CBE, DL

President  The Mayor of Eastbourne

Chairman Dr Helen Rufus-Ward

Vice Chairman Elizabeth Muir-Lewis

Honorary Treasurer Sir Philip Anson

Honorary Secretary Derek Irving

Membership officer Sir Philip Anson

Publicity Helena Birch and Derek Irving

Editor Claire Patterson-Snell 

Committee Member Yvonne Burrell

EASTbouRNE ARTS CiRClE  Registered charity No 306339

Notice of EAC Annual General Meeting
on Friday 6th May 2022 at 2.30pm on Zoom

Followed by a complimentary 15-minute lecture with Helena Birch MA

The Weeping Woman 1937 Pablo Picasso
This talk will explore the background and inspiration for the
portrait and how Picasso developed the idea of the weeping
woman through various paintings including his famous work
Guernica. The talk will make reference to the model used
and her relationship with Picasso, and the story behind its
acquisition. The painting is owned by the Tate Gallery and is
one of their most iconic and frequently visited art works. 
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Chairman’s Letter

Dear Members

As well as enjoying the success of our first events in 2022
it has been a very sad time.  Life member Mrs Frances Lloyd
(née Line), popular lecturer Peter Scott, enthusiastic supporter
Caroline ‘Cee’ Houston, and more recently Terry Pridmore,
the delightful husband of our deputy chairman Elizabeth Muir-Lewis, all passed
away.  They will be greatly missed. I hope you will join the committee in sending
our heartfelt condolences to their friends and family.

Despite her loss, Elizabeth Muir-Lewis bravely decided to go ahead and host our
first event of the New Year.  This was a coffee morning with a 20-minute musical
performance with soprano Shirleen Billinness and pianist Jenny Beckwith which
was outstanding. They made the coffee morning a special event!  I would like to
thank Dorothy Hobden who very kindly brought along a large tray of her delicious
homemade chocolate brownies which were consumed very gratefully.  All in all, it
was a great success, not only offering a chance for members and committee to
socialise but we also made a profit of £82. Thank you, Patricia Regan and
Elizabeth Pilley, for the extra joint donation!

The end of the 2021 programme saw an eclectic mix of
events with a lecture on Hans Holbein and Henry VIII
(the lecturer arrived very late having been stopped by
the police and wore a very large cod piece!)  Perhaps he
was stopped by the fashion police! We also had a special
Christmas comedy lecture with the Dowager Lady Crabtree
who asked what happened to Christmas?  Apologies that
our Hydro event with baritone Patrick Keefe had to be
rearranged from 21st April to 26th May (see page 7).
I hope you will book or rebook as it will be a great event.

We hope you can join us for our AGM on Zoom on Friday
6th May with a complimentary lecture (see p. 2)

Many thanks for your continuing support.  Helen.

Jenny Beckwith (pianist) and Shirleen Billinness entertain us at the recent
Coffee morning at Elizabeth’s home Manor Barn. 

Dowager Lady Crabtree
and Elizabeth Muir-Lewis

Tony Harris as Henry VIII at
our Lecture last November.
Photo courtesy of EAC
member Viv Parris.



4

Obituaries

Peter Scott
It is with great sadness that I have to inform our members
that the brilliant speaker Peter Scott has passed away.
Over the many years I worked with Peter when
programme planning it was always a huge pleasure to
contact him to ask if he had any ideas about a subject.
With his keen enthusiasm for art and his great knowledge,
he would come back with suggestions, then produce a
superb lecture for Eastbourne Arts Circle. We will all miss
him greatly. His calm delivery, sense of humour and
adventurous talks will long be remembered by our
members with affection.  Eastbourne Arts Circle send
their condolences to his widow Pamela.

Elizabeth Muir-Lewis

Frances line obE

How fortunate we were in the 1990's to receive Frances
Line O.B.E. as a member of Eastbourne Arts Circle
Committee.  She had recently retired from being
Controller of B.B.C. Radio 2:  the first woman to have
held such a post.  And what a valuable member she
proved to be. Her expertise in journalism meant that
she played a significant role in the production of our
Arts Circle magazine, and her knowledge of the world
of entertainment and the arts helped enormously when
choosing speakers.  Her charm and quiet dignity always
put people at ease.    Ann Gregory

Terry Pridmore
Condolences to our brilliant deputy chairman Elizabeth
Muir Lewis who lost her husband recently.  Terry was a
lovely man, tall, handsome, generous, witty and charming
- such a support to Elizabeth throughout their marriage.
Our thoughts are with Elizabeth at this sad time.
He will be sorely missed.

Helen Rufus-Ward
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‘Talent, Wit, Buffoonery’
- George IV’s Life,
Loves and Tastes
Lecture with
Dr Alexandra Loske

We were treated to a fascinating

overview of George IV’s world by

Alexandra Loske, Curator at the Royal

Pavilion, Brighton. She described how

this monarch came to define the late

18th and early 19th centuries as an

age of ostentation, culture and

outrageous extravagance, at least in Royal circles. George was born in 1762

and immediately inherited the title of Prince of Wales, becoming Prince Regent in

1822, before assuming the throne on the death of his father George III in 1820,

until his own death in 1830. Originally a good looking, if rather effeminate figure,

excessive living took its toll, and, as the many caricatures show, suffered from ill

health and was grossly overweight. Personally frustrated in his relationships,

he illegally married his great love Maria Fitzherbert, but was forced into an

extremely unhappy marriage to Princess Caroline of Brunswick; 1st cousins

who had not previously met and who shared an immediate and mutual dislike.

The only child from the union, Princess Charlotte, sadly died later in childbirth,

which effectively ended any possibility of providing a direct descendant for the

throne. Eventually it was a distant relation, Victoria, who became Queen.

George lived life to the full in every sense; had many mistresses and indulged

his passions in ornate gold objects, exquisite porcelain, fine paintings, music and

dance, running up huge debts in the process. Initially housing his treasures at

Carlton House in London, he commissioned a new pleasure palace in the form 

of the Brighton Royal Pavilion, a controversial building influenced by Moorish

and Indian architecture. Concluding her talk, Alexandra described the recent

exhibitions at the Royal Pavilion, including many works loaned from Buckingham

Palace and other royal residences, and displayed in their original setting.

Lecture Review by Derek Irving

William Heath: All The World's A Stage, 1824,
Royal Pavilion & Museums Trust
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Friday Lecture - Towner Art Gallery

This is the amusing but also serious story of the
first living giraffe in England. She was given to
George IV as a diplomatic gift by the Pasha of
Egypt in 1827 and soon influenced fashion,
sciences, and the fine and decorative arts, as
well as ringing in a new era of municipal zoological
garden.   A visitor to Georgian London would have
been able to see performing bears in the streets,
a royal zebra at Buckingham Gate, an elephant,
rhino, or camel crammed into a private menagerie
in the Strand, and get dangerously close to lions,
tigers, and leopards at the Tower. Across the
country travelling menageries brought the
spectacle of exotic creatures to towns and cities
far and wide. But one creature did not arrive in this
country until the end of George IV's reign: a living
giraffe. In this lecture Alexandra Loske will tell the
very special story of George's giraffe's journey
from deepest Africa to the docks of London, what
happened to her here, and the legacy she left.

Dr Alexandra loske is a German-born art historian
and curator at the Royal Pavilion in Brighton
specialising in late 18th century and early
19th century European art and architecture.
Alexandra has lectured and published widely.

Lecture tickets £12 (EAC Members £10)

King George IV
and his Giraffe
with Dr Alexandra Loske

Friday 13 May 2022
2.30pm Towner Auditorium

A Giraffe evening dress,
Royal Pavilion & Museums

Trust, Brighton & Hove

The Camelopard, or a New Hobby,
1827 William Heath (1794 - 1840) 
Royal Pavilion & Museums Trust,

Brighton & Hove
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Music Event at the Hydro

Thursday 26 May
(Postponed from 21 April)

at 5.00pm
Hydro Hotel, Eastbourne

Come and join us at the Hydro to experience an exciting new star

of the opera world before he debuts at Glyndebourne in 2023.

Baritone Patrick Keefe was the winner of the prestigious

Richard Lewis/Jean Shanks International Song Contest at the Royal

Academy of Music on 15th June 2021 (Patrick’s prize of £14,000

makes it one of the major singing competitions in the country.)

His entertaining programme will include songs and opera - we are

fortunate to be able to hear this sensational singer at the beginning

of his career! Includes the glories of English song and popular

operatic arias.

Tickets £12  (EAC members £10)

Music Event
with

Baritone

Patrick Keefe
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Friday Lecture - Towner Art Gallery

John Ruskin and
The Stones of Venice
with Sarah Quill

Friday 10 June 2.30pm

Towner Auditorium

John Ruskin (1819-1900), whose life spanned the
Victorian era, became the most celebrated and
influential art critic of his age. Author of countless
books and a gifted draughtsman, he was a polymath
whose interests ranged from literature, art and
architecture to geology, early photography, and the
sciences. He inherited a fortune but gave most of it
away on philanthropic enterprises. His work on
Venetian architecture is best remembered in his
three-volume masterpiece, The Stones of Venice,
published from 1851–53. Sarah Quill will discuss his
life and Venetian work in this illustrated lecture.

Sarah Quill has worked between Venice and
London for many years to create a photographic
archive of Venetian architecture, sculpture, and
daily life. Her book, Ruskin’s Venice: The Stones
Revisited was published in 2000, followed by a new
and extended edition in 2015, which has recently been
translated into Italian. She lectures regularly, principally
on Venetian subjects, and is a trustee of the Venice in
Peril Fund, the British committee for the preservation
of Venice.

Lecture tickets £12 (EAC Members £10)

The Doge’s Palace, Venice

John Ruskin, illustration of detail
on Palazzo Dario, from
The Stones of Venice.

John Ruskin, Cornice decoration,
The Stones of Venice 
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Friday Lecture - Towner Art Gallery

A Feeling for the Landscape:
The work of Photographer Fay Godwin
with Dr Geraldine Alexander

Friday 15 July 2.30pm

Towner Auditorium

‘A feeling for the Landscape’ traces Fay Godwin’s unusual career path as
a successful photographer-author, rather than illustrator, during the 1970s
and beyond.  With no formal training, and a broken marriage at the launch
of her career, she drew on all her resources, and determination, to eventually
negotiate collaborative projects focussing on various parts of the British Isles
with literary luminaries such as Ted Hughes, John Fowles and Alan Sillitoe.  

Dr Geraldine Alexander is an art historian and researcher who is currently
working on the archive of 20th century photographer Fay Godwin at the
British Library.

Fay Godwin, The Lakes, c. 1997,
photograph Derek Smith & Ian Lavender

Lecture tickets £12 (EAC Members £10) 
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SUSSEX OPERA AND BALLET SOCIETY

Members share an interest in opera and ballet by meeting for
lunchtime talks, master classes and recitals in Eastbourne, the
majority being lunchtime talks which are held on Sundays at the
Hydro Hotel.  There is also the option of attending the talk only.
Master classes for both ballet and opera, which are arranged by
SOBS, are held at the Birley Centre, including some recitals, as
well as dance workshops at the University of Brighton.  Visits
to Glyndebourne on Tour performances are also arranged for
members and guests as well as visits to the Royal Ballet School
in Covent Garden.   Bursaries are also given to promising ballet
and opera students.

Talks have included:  Keith Warner, Dr Jane Glover, Dame
Felicity Lott, David Cullen, Paul Wynne Griffiths, Robin Gregory,
Lynn Wallis, Wayne Sleep, Philip Gammon, Julie Kavanagh,
Ross McGibbon, and Mary Goodhew.

Membership is £12 for a single member and £20 for double
membership.

Forthcoming Events

Sunday 3 April
Jayne Cooper, Teacher of the Junior Associates, Royal Ballet School

at the Hydro Hotel, Eastbourne

Friday 27 May 2.30pm
Kenneth Macmillan’s ballet starring Carlos Acosta and Tamara Rojo and

members of the Royal Ballet. Towner Cinema, College Road, Eastbourne

If you would like to join the Society, please contact Eileen Murphy,
Hon. Treasurer, Flat 4, Carlisle Grange, 22a Grange Road,
Eastbourne BN21 4HF (01323 749339) or visit the website
www.sussexoperaandballetsociety.com
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uncommercialised seafront overlooking the Western Lawns and 
Wi
Towner Gallery. The town centre is only a 10  15 minute walk. 
 
The Lansdowne Hotel has been awarded three stars by the AA for 
many years and maintains a high standard of comfort together with 
personal service to its guests. 
 
Lansdowne Hotel is a member of the Best Western Hotels 
consortium. This is a group of privately owned Hotels, providing a 
countrywide network of over 280 carefully selected establishments. 
Each Hotel retains its complete independence but works in close co-
operation with other members. 
 
There are 102 individually furnished en-suite bedrooms with man y 
overlooking the sea. 
 
The Hotel has many years  experience of arranging Weddings, 
Conferences, Meetings, Special Occasion Events and Afternoon 
Teas. 
 

01323 725 174  
reception@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk  

events@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk   
www.bw-lansdownehotel.co.uk 

 
 

 

The Hotel occupies a premier position on Eastbourne’s 
uncommercialised seafront overlooking the Western Lawns
and Wish Tower and is located near to Eastbourne’s
theatres and the Towner Gallery. The town centre is only a
10-15 minute walk.

The Lansdowne Hotel has been awarded three stars by the
AA for many years and maintains a high standard of
comfort together with personal service to its guests.

Lansdowne Hotel is a member of the Best Western Hotels
consortium. This is a group of privately owned Hotels, 
providing a countrywide network of over 280 carefully 
selected establishments. Each Hotel retains its complete 
independence but works in close co-operation with other
members.

There are 102 individually furnished en-suite bedrooms with
many overlooking the sea.

The Hotel has many years’ experience of arranging 
Weddings, Conferences, Meetings, Special Occasion
Events and Afternoon Teas.

01323 725 174
reception@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk

events@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk
www.bw-lansdownehotel.co.uk

King Edward’s Parade, Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN21 4EE



We provide independent financial advice,
using the latest technology, including our secure

Personal Finance Portal for our clients.

Retirement Planning

investment Planning

inheritance Tax Planning

Equity Release Specialists*

Care Fees Planning Specialists

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

We offer a free no obligation initial meeting and
will donate 10% of any initial fees to the

Eastbourne Arts Circle (please quote EAC 10).

bellcrest House, 114 battle Road,
St leonards on Sea, TN37 7AG

T: 01424 434045   E: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk

*Equity Release refers to Home Reversion plans and Lifetime Mortgages.
To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration. 

The value of investments (including property) and the income
derived from them may go down as well as up. 

T: 01424 434045   E: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk


