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EAC Committee - Latest News

tiCKet booKiNG FoR eVeNts iN tHe toWNeR aRt GalleRY
Ticket cost: Members £10, non-members £12, unless otherwise indicated. 

Tickets are available by post from Sir Philip Anson, 34 Martello Road, Eastbourne, BN22
7SS. Please send one payment to cover all your purchases payable to “Eastbourne Arts
Circle” please include an SAE, or email address for confirmation. A postal ticket booking

form is available on our web site. Tickets at the reduced rate for members are
ONLY available in advance from Sir Philip.  www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk
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Can our members help us with a puzzle?
We discovered, at the end of 2019, that two of the Towner’s paintings are on loan
from Eastbourne Arts Circle (they were gifted to us when we were called Friends
of the Towner possibly in the 1970s.)  Neither the Towner Archives nor our own
EAC archive hold any record of this gift.  Understandably, the Towner would very
much like to know the provenance of these two paintings.  Do you recognise
these paintings?  Do you know who might have presented them to our charity?
Any information will be gratefully received, please email Helen at: 
helen@rufus-ward.co.uk

Samuel Avery, Still Life, 1956, oil

Georges Spiro, Flowers in Recess, 1956,
oil on board, Currently on loan to Southend
Museum in an Exhibition exploring ‘colour’.



3

Chairman’s Letter

Dear Members

What a slog 2020 has been.  Surely, we are due some
light at the end of the tunnel?  As you know we plan to
resume our events in January starting with a film 
showing of the brilliant operetta Die Fledermaus.
This will be followed by four lectures on topics ranging
from the Victorian artist Landseer to Queen Victoria’s Indian portraits
at Osborne House. Unfortunately, we are restricted to just 30 seats per event
in the auditorium, in order to comply with government spacing guidelines.
So please book as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.  

Sadly, we won’t be able to go ahead with our planned New Year lunch at the
Lansdowne Hotel in January.  I know that you will appreciate that we had no
choice – it was a common-sense decision.  All being well, however, we hope
to resume our popular Christmas lunch and quiz in December 2021.  In light
our lunch cancellation, we will now be presenting our cheque for £10,000 to
Joe Hill at the first event of 2021, the operetta film showing on Friday 15th
January.

Amongst all the negative press we do have one excellent piece of news.
The Towner Art Gallery has won the Museum of the Year award!  I am sure
you will join me in congratulating Towner director Joe Hill and his marvellous
team.  What a wonderful accolade for the Arts in Eastbourne!  

We are including a membership renewal form with this newsletter.  We realise
that there have been no events for you to attend since March. Despite this,
we would very much like you to renew if you can. Never has there been a time
when the Towner needed our help more.  Charities are some of the hardest
hit sectors in our society during the pandemic and they need our continued
support. Like all charities, we need the generosity of our members, now more
than ever. In return, we promise to work as hard as we can to provide events
for you to enjoy at an incredibly challenging time.

Hoping this finds you all in good health and looking forward to 2021.

Best wishes Helen.

important official notification.

We plan to hold our aGM before the lecture on 16th april at 1pm.
Please contact sir Philip anson for more information in due course. 
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Sung in German with English subtitles

Friday Film Event at Towner

Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss II

Friday 15 January
From 2pm - 4.30pm
Please note 2pm start

Towner, College Road, Eastbourne

Die Fledermaus (literally Flittermouse) translates
from the German as The Bat, is a delightful operetta
composed by Johann Strauss II to a German libretto
by Karl Haffner and Richard Genee.  This is the
younger Strauss’s most celebrated and popular
operetta so come and join us for an enthralling
musical afternoon.

There is lots to enjoy as Die Fledermaus is a light-hearted story of revenge, 
featuring mistaken identities, flirtations at a masked ball, elegant frivolities and 
hilarious confusion all set to the most captivating music ever composed. The cast
includes Pamela Armstrong, Thomas Allen, Lyubov Petrova, Ragnar Ulfung,
Malena Ernman, Håkan Hagegård and the Glyndebourne Chorus. 
Vladimir Jurowski conducts the London Philharmonic Orchestra.

Our opera expert Robert ascott will be on hand to inform our members.  

Film event cost £12 (EAC members £10)

Glyndebourne
Festival Opera
Production
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Art Lectures at Towner

Edwin Landseer
with

Dr Prasannajit De Silva

Friday 19 February
2.30pm

Towner, College Road,

Eastbourne

Fulfilling his early promise as something of a child prodigy, Landseer became
probably the most popular painter in Britain in the 1830s and 1840s.  He
achieved great financial success only for his career to flounder as he struggled
with mental health problems.  Although some of his works remain familiar, he is
now little regarded critically. This lecture will review his career and explore some
of the possible reasons for his shifting reputation.

Prasannajit De silva is a published art historian and University
Lecturer at Birbeck, University of London, an accredited speaker
for the Arts Society, and a sessional lecturer for the WEA. His 
specialism is British visual culture of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries.

Lecture cost £12 
(EAC members £10)

Edwin Landseer,
Monarch of the Glen, 1851,
oil on canvas, 163.8cm x 168.9cm,
 Scottish National Gallery

Edwin Landseer,
Man Proposes,
God Disposes.
Oil on canvas,
91.4cm x 243.7cm,
 Royal Holloway,
University of London
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Art Lectures at Towner

For a long time, Augustus John was glorified, and his sister dismissed.  Then things
reversed and Gwen was considered the greater painter.  Today they are equally
praised and enjoy exhibitions together.

Drawing together: the art of Gwen and augustus John
This pair of sister and brother artists rarely exhibited together.  Gwen was 18
months older than Augustus; she was born in 1876 and he in 1878.  They were
born in South Wales and had a free and informal childhood.  They both went to
the Slade School of Art, Augustus a year before Gwen.  The Slade’s aim was to
develop skill in drawing and was unusual in giving almost equal opportunities to
women and men.  Augustus was a star there; his drawing technique was brilliant
and from then on suffered from the label of never quite fulfilling his early promise.
Gwen on the other hand shunned public life, but eventually came to be seen as
the greater talent. 

Augustus has been seen as a flamboyant, bohemian
character, with his many lovers and his numerous children,
while Gwen was regarded as the complete opposite.
This simple comparison does not stand scrutiny.
She was a pioneer in so many ways, an independent
and passionate woman who sought perfection in her art.
She became the muse then mistress of Rodin, who
was 36 years older. As Augustus said in 1952,
“Gwen and I were not opposites, but much the
same really, but we took a different attitude. 
I am rarely ‘exuberant’, she was always so.” 
Gwen died in 1939, Augustus in 1961.

Lecture cost £12 (EAC members £10)

Gwen John Self-Portrait
1902. Tate Britain. 

Gwen and Augustus John

with Peter Scott

Friday 19 March
2.30pm

Towner, College Road,

Eastbourne
Augustus John, The Blue Pool, c. 1911, oil on
panel 30.5 x 50.5cm, Aberdeen Art Gallery
and Museum Collection.
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Art Lectures at Towner

Lecture cost £12  (EAC members £10)

This lecture will focus on Victorian encounters with India and will begin by 
focusing on the Indian portraits decorating the corridors of Queen Victoria’s
favourite palace, Osborne House on the Isle of Wight, at a time when she had
been made Empress of India.  Austrian artist Rudolf Swoboda was commissioned
by Queen Victoria to paint authentic portraits of her Indian subjects to represent
‘various types of the different nationalities’ of India.  Swoboda produced some 
extraordinary paintings during his two visits to India and the Queen was thrilled,
calling them her ‘Beautiful Things!’  If Queen Victoria couldn’t travel to India –
India had to come to her!

Swoboda’s royal commission was inspired by the success of the Colonial and 
Indian Exhibition of 1886 when Swoboda had painted the portraits of some of the
Indian artisans who had been brought to London from India to be ‘live exhibits’ in
the show.  The final part of this lecture will look at an exquisitely carved Durbar
Hall, created and shipped over from India to serve as a backdrop for the Colonial
and Indian Exhibition. It is now the centre piece of
Hastings Museum and Art Gallery having been
gifted to the town by the Brassey family.  

Dr Geraldine alexander is an art historian and
researcher who is currently working on the archive
of 20th century photographer Fay Godwin at the
British Library. 
Dr Helen Rufus-Ward is a published art historian
and lecturer specialising in early Christian
and Byzantine art. 

A selection of Rudolf Swoboda’s
Indian Portraits, Osborne House,
Isle of Wight

Bringing India to Britain:
Queen Victoria’s Indian Portraits
and the Durbar Hall

Dr Geraldine Alexander 
and Dr Helen Rufus-Ward

Friday 16 April
2.30pm - 4pm - AGM at 1pm

Towner, Eastbourne

The Durbar Hall, Hastings
Museum and Art Gallery
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art for the People:
images of 20th Century life, by Peter scott

Peter Scott presented a lively review and analysis of British art of the 
20th Century at the EAC’s special interest day on 13 March 2020. This was 
a period of transition when art ceased to be solely the preserve of the rich and
began to appeal to a wider public. Society was changing; not only were new 
artistic concepts emerging, but new media, such as photography were having 
an impact. This followed the idealised realism of the Pre-Raphaelite and then 
impressionist periods; women artists were becoming noticed and art needed to
appeal to the “common man”. Artists such as L S Lowry, with his renditions of
working life in the industrial north gave a realism beyond that portrayed solely in
paint, but also a social commentary.  In some ways however, this new art is still
not always accepted by the establishment: as Peter pointed out, Beryl Cook and
Jack Vettriano - two very popular artists, representative of this period, have no
works in national art galleries. Another trend illustrated by Peter was the use of 
art in advertising and general commercial promotion: examples included the
“Shell” series of posters and those commissioned by LNER to promote rail travel.
The overall message was that 20th century art was a coming of age, illustrating
both exciting new progress and industrial decline but more in tune with a 
changing society. The lecture was followed by questions and some lively debate.

Lecture Review by Derek Irving

L. S. Lowry, Going to Work, 1943, 457 x 609mm,
Commissioned by the War Artists’ Advisory Committee
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A poem of hope by the late husband
of EAC member Kathleen Spencer-Smith

the Vision
There will be the vision again.
There will be the narrow path
that winds among the dazzle of the gorse
and the lichened whitethorns breaking buds
to the insect bubbles of the well.

There will be new questions
and an open invitation
in the unanticipated smile.

Suddenly out of the stillness
the answers will come
and everything
will take its place again –

a world that had slept,
shut doors to the blood.

You will stand before
the great capped stones in the wind
and read their meaning.

High up on the open hill
against the sun
you will sense
beginnings that link you
to the earth and stone,
the glitter of the sea,
the well in the fold.

You will ask for nothing
that is not
within the moments gift –

Kinship, reassurance,
time to observe
the life of the hedgerows
and to read 
the age of the rocks,
the sea’s terrestrial pull:

Sufficient to give you
courage to persist
against the steeled wills
of a world indifferent to your will
- and you will know it again.

Christopher Hampton
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SUSSEX OPERA AND BALLET SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No. 271113 

 

Members share an interest in opera and ballet by meeting for lunchtime 
talks, master classes and recitals in Eastbourne, the majority being 
lunchtime talks which are held on Sundays at the Hydro Hotel.  There is 
also the option of attending the talk only.   Master classes for both ballet 
and opera, which are arranged by SOBS, are held at the Birley Centre, 
including some recitals, as well as dance workshops at the University of 
Brighton.  Visits to Glyndebourne on Tour performances are also 
arranged for members and guests as well as visits to the Royal Ballet 
School in Covent Garden.   Bursaries are also given to promising ballet 
students. 
Talks have included:  Keith Warner, Dr Jane Glover, Dame Felicity Lott, 
David Cullen, Paul Wynne Griffiths, Robin Gregory, Lynn Wallis, Wayne 
Sleep, Philip Gammon, Julie Kavanagh, Ross McGibbon, and Mary 
Goodhew. 
Membership is £12 for a single member and £20 for double 
membership. 
 

If you would like to join the Society, please contact Eileen Murphy,     
Hon Treasurer, Flat 4, Carlisle Grange, 22a Grange Road, Eastbourne 
BN21 4HF (01323 749339) or visit the website 
www.sussexoperaandballetsociety.org.uk 
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uncommercialised seafront overlooking the Western Lawns and 
Wi
Towner Gallery. The town centre is only a 10  15 minute walk. 
 
The Lansdowne Hotel has been awarded three stars by the AA for 
many years and maintains a high standard of comfort together with 
personal service to its guests. 
 
Lansdowne Hotel is a member of the Best Western Hotels 
consortium. This is a group of privately owned Hotels, providing a 
countrywide network of over 280 carefully selected establishments. 
Each Hotel retains its complete independence but works in close co-
operation with other members. 
 
There are 102 individually furnished en-suite bedrooms with man y 
overlooking the sea. 
 
The Hotel has many years  experience of arranging Weddings, 
Conferences, Meetings, Special Occasion Events and Afternoon 
Teas. 
 

01323 725 174  
reception@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk  

events@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk   
www.bw-lansdownehotel.co.uk 

 
 

 

The Hotel occupies a premier position on Eastbourne’s 
uncommercialised seafront overlooking the Western Lawns
and Wish Tower and is located near to Eastbourne’s
theatres and the Towner Gallery. The town centre is only a
10-15 minute walk.

The Lansdowne Hotel has been awarded three stars by the
AA for many years and maintains a high standard of
comfort together with personal service to its guests.

Lansdowne Hotel is a member of the Best Western Hotels
consortium. This is a group of privately owned Hotels, 
providing a countrywide network of over 280 carefully 
selected establishments. Each Hotel retains its complete 
independence but works in close co-operation with other
members.

There are 102 individually furnished en-suite bedrooms with
many overlooking the sea.

The Hotel has many years’ experience of arranging 
Weddings, Conferences, Meetings, Special Occasion
Events and Afternoon Teas.

01323 725 174
reception@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk

events@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk
www.bw-lansdownehotel.co.uk

King Edward’s Parade, Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN21 4EE



We provide independent financial advice,
using the latest technology, including our secure

Personal Finance Portal for our clients.

Retirement Planning

investment Planning

inheritance tax Planning

equity Release specialists*

Care Fees Planning specialists

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

We offer a free no obligation initial meeting and
will donate 10% of any initial fees to the

Eastbourne Arts Circle (please quote EAC 10).

bellcrest House, 114 battle Road,
st leonards on sea, tN37 7aG

t: 01424 434045   e: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk

*Equity Release refers to Home Reversion plans and Lifetime Mortgages.
To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration. 

The value of investments (including property) and the income
derived from them may go down as well as up. 

t: 01424 434045   e: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk


