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EAC Committee - Latest News

TICKET BOOKING FOR EVENTS IN THE TOWNER ART GALLERY
Members: £10 non-members: £12 unless otherwise indicated. Tickets are available

by post from Sir Philip Anson, 34 Martello Road, Eastbourne, BN22 7SS.
Please send one payment to cover all your purchases payable to “Eastbourne Arts Circle”
please include an SAE, or email address for confirmation. A postal Ticket booking form is

available on our web site. Tickets also available from the Tourist Information Centre in
Cornfield Road. Tickets at the reduced rate for members are ONLY available in advance

from Sir Philip, or at the door, and are NOT available from the Council’s Tourist
Information Centre.  www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk
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I am sure you will join us in
congratulating our deputy Chairman
Elizabeth Muir-Lewis on the
publication of her first novel an
exciting thriller entitled: 
Bye-Bye Baby on the Treetops,
we are looking forward to reading it.

Eastbourne
Art Circle
Needs You!

4 Please attend 
the EAC AGM
on 17th April 2020

4 To be held in The Towner
Auditorium at 1pm

4 Followed by a fascinating
lecture by Dr Alexandra Loske:
The Moon in Art and
Architecture Lecture

Elizabeth Muir-Lewis and her first published novel
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Chairman’s Letter

Dear Members

The end of yet another successful year for EAC is
fast approaching and we are preparing to present 
Towner with £10,000.  The presentation will take
place before the lecture on the 13th December. This
represents the third instalment of a gift agreement to
donate £50,000 to the gallery over five years. So far,
Towner have had £30,000 plus an extra £10,000 last year for the
Ravilious gallery and collection library.  We raise the majority of our
money by putting on events which you are kind enough to support –
so thank you.  

On 26th July we held our first ‘Special Interest Day’ on the Life and
Songs of Schubert with Elizabeth Muir-Lewis and Nicolas Chisholm.
This was a resounding success.  So much so that we will including
four of these days in our 2020 programme starting with an exploration
of British 20th century Art on 13th March.

This year our AGM will be on the 17th April at 1pm before 
Dr Alexandra Loske’s much anticipated lecture on the Moon in Art and
Science.  We are hoping for a better turn out than last year when just a
few members turned up.  I realise that an AGM is not the most exciting
event to attend, yet it is vital for the correct running of our charity. 
For your information the AGM agenda is published on our website.

I am thrilled to note that around 60 of our members have booked for
the EAC Christmas lunch and quiz (we shall have some fun together!)
I look forward to seeing you at the Lansdowne on the 14th December.

Please continue to support our charity by completing the en-
closed membership renewal form.

A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Helen



Membership Renewal

December 2019

Dear Member

Please find the membership renewal form enclosed with your
newsletter.  I do hope that you will be able to continue your
subscription to the Eastbourne Arts Circle and support a charity
that is dedicated to raising much needed funds for the Towner
Art Gallery, in this way supporting the arts in Eastbourne.

For just £15 per year you receive a high-quality newsletter three
times a year which allows for the priority booking of our excellent
events.  These events include art lectures, music events and now
special interest days, after the success of the Life and Music of
Franz Schubert event in July.

Our lectures are held in the Towner Gallery ‘s Auditorium (which
we helped fund) and are often sold-out, but as a member you will
have the opportunity to book your tickets as soon as the order form
is issued.

Please rejoin the Eastbourne Arts Circle for the 2020 season using
the renewal form enclosed.  All the best for 2020

Best wishes, Helen

Dr Helen Rufus-Ward
Chairman

Patron the Duke of Devonshire
President the Worshipful the Mayor of Eastbourne

Registered Charity No 306339
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Jan Van Eyck and
William Holman Hunt
- An Unexpected Connection
11 October 2019, Towner Gallery.

Emma Rose Barber provided a fascinating

insight into the connections between the

Dutch artist Jan Van Eyck, and the English

Pre-Raphaelite William Holman Hunt.

Specifically, Emma dealt with two famous paintings:

the austere world of Van Eyck’s Arnolfini Portrait

and the Victorian environment of The Awaking Conscience

by Holman Hunt. In both portraits we are onlookers to a certain

intimacy between couples - the formal betrothal or marriage of 

Van Eyck’s scene, with the pair in dignified pose, and the more 

risqué Holman Hunt, the woman on the man’s knee, but perhaps

not fully enjoying the experience. Both paintings are loaded with

meaning and symbolism. In the Van Eyck we see the couple

richly clothed, standing demurely. Evidence of wealth abounds:

the room’s decor, the mirror, the chandelier.  The Holman Hunt in

contrast displays a typical Victorian scene: an intricate wallpaper 

design, sheet music on the piano, a cat and bird under the table, 

a discarded glove. The pose of the lady is one of motion: does she

have a conscience regarding her situation - the title suggests so? 

A mirror features in both paintings: Van Eyck shows an intricately

painted round mirror with two further people - onlookers to the scene;

with the Holman Hunt, the mirror shows a sunny exterior - an 

escape from the claustrophobic room? Both paintings have invited

speculation over symbolism and moral over the years and are 

equally enigmatic. Emma emphasized how the styles, methods 

and symbolism of early European art had influenced the 

Pre-Raphaelites and had been incorporated into their work.

Derek Irving.

Lecture Review by Derek Irving

William Holman Hunt,
Detail: The Awakening

of Conscience, 1853 
Tate Britain
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Menuhin’s Vision:
The Yehudi Menuhin
Schools

with
Nicolas Chisholm MBE

Friday 17 January
2.30pm

Towner, College Road
Eastbourne

Yehudi Menuhin, one of the great violinists of the twentieth century, was
passionate about education right up to the very end of his life. Though he
hardly went to school himself Menuhin realised the value of great teaching
and of careful study. In the late 1940’s he discovered that Russia was far
ahead of the West in teaching musical instruments and set about doing
something to change this. Nicolas Chisholm was Headmaster of the Yehudi
Menuhin School for 22 years and worked closely with Yehudi Menuhin.
He is uniquely positioned to describe how the School was founded and
how a specialist music school works. This lecture is a sequel to Creating
Utopias – the life and work of Yehudi Menuhin. 

Nicolas Chisholm was Headmaster of the Yehudi Menuhin School for
22 years and worked closely with Yehudi Menuhin for the first 11 of them.
In 2011 Nicolas was awarded the MBE for services to music education. 

Tickets £12

(EAC members £10)

Friday Art Lectures All talks
2.30-3.30pm
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Art Lectures at Towner

William Hodges
with Prasannajit de Silva

Friday 7 February at 2.30pm

Towner, College Road, Eastbourne

William Hodges (1744 – 1797) trained at William Shipley’s Academy in London
and then under the leading British landscape painter, Richard Wilson.  Initially a
minor topographical artist, Hodges’s big break came when he was appointed
official artist on Captain Cook’s second voyage to the Pacific.  This journey was
followed by an extended stay in India.  The work derived from these trips enabled
Hodges to achieve great critical and financial success; but his attempts to branch
out in the 1790s – coupled with some injudicious investments – led to a rapid
decline in his fortunes.  

In recent years, William Hodges’s reputation has been reappraised and he is now
recognised as a hugely significant figure in early colonial art.  In this lecture, we
will explore how he recorded the places he visited, and how his work helped to
shape how they were regarded back in Britain.

Dr Prasannajit de Silva is an art historian, university lecturer and accredited
Arts Society speaker.

Tickets £12 (EAC members £10)

William Hodges, 
A View of the Monuments

of Easter Island, c1776,
oil on panel, 77 x 122 cm
National Maritime
Museum.
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Willem de Kooning, Woman V,
1952-3, Oil & charcoal on canvas,

154.5 x 114.5cm, National
Gallery of Australia, Canberra

The Art Habit:
An illustrated journey of

discovery into human

creativity and perception

with Neil Morrison

Friday 21 February
2.30pm

Towner, College Road
Eastbourne

Why do we engage with some, but not all art? 

Sensuality, meaning, beauty, old habits and the familiar
- boredom & innovation, are all there making fashions pass and reinvent
themselves, but there are elements in common through the centuries, which
we can recognise and use to help us unravel works that are unfamiliar in
style or form. 

With examples from his own work and 5,000 years of the arts in Europe.
Neil will explore the language of our art habits. Lute music will precede
the lecture. 

Neil Morrison taught creativity and observation for more than 30 years at
the Glasgow School of Art. His passion for music led him to make and play
the lute professionally. He moved to Eastbourne recently having spent years
living in France whilst exploring the art of the Mediterranean. 

Tickets £12

(EAC members £10)

Art Lectures at Towner
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Special Interest Day

Art for the People: Images

of 20th Century Life

with Peter Scott

Friday 13 March
From 11.30am to 3pm

Towner, College Road, Eastbourne

Come and join us for a special interest day on 13th March
Until the mid-19th century, art was the preserve of wealthy individuals and
institutions and reflected their world. However, as early as 1845, John Pye,
an engraver, recorded that works of art were ‘…no longer pent up in galleries
open to a few but meet us in our homes and are the household pleasures of
millions.’ He is, of course, mainly referring to the reproduction of images.

This special interest day will aim to show that by the
20th century art became genuinely popular, confronting
the new world made by industry and commerce. Art was
used in many fields, including advertising, campaigning,
entertainment and design. We will also ask why are works
by artists like Lowry and Spencer in prestigious galleries
while those of, say, Beryl Cook and Jack Vetriano are not? 

Tickets £22 (EAC members £20)

The Towner Art Gallery are offering a light lunch in their 3rd floor café at 1pm. The lunch is
priced at £7.50 and consists of two choices: 1) Slice of vegetarian quiche, salad and crusty
bread or 2) Carrot and Coriander soup, with a ham roll. Jugs of orange juice and iced water
will be on the tables. This meal can only be booked by post via the Eastbourne Arts
Circle’s ticket booking form.

L. S. Lowry, Man Lying on Wall, 1957, 
The Lowry Theatre, Salford, Manchester

Beryl Cook, Tango Bar, 1995

Programme
Coffee and Registration 11.30am
First Lecture 12 - 1pm 
Break for lunch 1pm -2pm
Second Lecture 2pm - 3.00pm
Special Interest day ends 3.00pm
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Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss II
(Sung in German with English subtitles)

Friday 3 April
From 2pm - 4.30pm - Please note 2pm start

Towner, College Road, Eastbourne

Die Fledermaus (literally Flittermouse) translates from the German as The Bat, is
a delightful operetta composed by Johann Strauss II to a German libretto by Karl
Haffner and Richard Genee.  This is the younger Strauss’s most celebrated and
popular operetta so come and join us for an enthralling musical afternoon.
There is lots to enjoy as Die Fledermaus is a light-hearted story of revenge, 
featuring mistaken identities, flirtations at a masked ball, elegant frivolities and 
hilarious confusion all set to the most captivating music ever composed. The cast
includes Pamela Armstrong, Thomas Allen, Lyubov Petrova, Lyubov Petrova,
Ragnar Ulfung, Malena Ernman, Håkan Hagegård and the Glyndebourne Chorus.
Vladimir Jurowski conducts the London Philharmonic Orchestra.

Our opera expert Robert Ascott will be on hand to inform our members.  Robert
studied choral conducting under James Gaddarn and has held choral conducting
positions since he was 16, principally in London, Cologne and Hong Kong.
Although concentrating mainly on the chamber choir repertoire, he had the good
fortune to conduct multiple performances of Britten’s, ‘Let’s Make an Opera’ and
of Lloyd Webber’s ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’.   He was
conductor of the Cantemus Chamber Choir in Newbury for ten years, until he
moved to Eastbourne.   He worked for EMI Music for many years, and through this
he became familiar with the operas and operettas and got to know some of the
major opera singers.

Tickets £12 (EAC members £10)

Friday Film Event at Towner
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Glyndebourne
Festival Opera
Production



The AGM will be held at 1pm
in the Auditorium

followed by this lecture.

Art Lectures at Towner

The Moon in Art
and Science
with
Dr Alexandra Loske

Friday 17 April 2.30pm

Towner, College Road

The Moon in Art and Science.  Humans have been fascinated with our nearest
heavenly body, the Earth’s Moon, since prehistoric times. It has been half a
century since we set foot on the Moon during the Apollo space missions, and
many exhibitions, films and publications have explored our continued fascination
with this other ‘world’ that we reached 50 years ago. Join Art Historian
Dr Alexandra Loske for an illustrated talk about how our obsession with the
Moon has manifested itself in both the sciences and the visual arts, from earliest
ritualistic drawings and objects, Romantic symbolism and silent movies, to
scientific observation, photography, space race propaganda, and recent creative
responses to all things lunar.

Dr Alexandra Loske is a German-born
art historian and curator at the Royal Pavilion
in Brighton specialising in late 18th century
and early 19th century European art and
architecture.  Alexandra has lectured and
published widely.

Tickets £12 

(EAC members £10)

Silhouette and the Moon.
Photograph by Flora Loske-Page

The Crescent Moon over Brighton,
Anonymous c.1870, Courtesy of Royal
Pavilion & Museums, Brighton & Hove
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Celebrating 20 Years of the 
Richard Lewis Award

2020 marks the 20th year of the prestigious
Richard Lewis Singing Competition

at the Royal Academy of Music

Special celebrations will take place to mark this important 
milestone.  Over the past 20 years, e Richard Lewis Trust has
chosen a long list of fine young singers, many of whom now enjoy
international careers. is singing competition is one of the two
biggest singing prizes in the country. Richard Lewis (Tenor) was 
one of our greatest singers and this competition is in his memory.

You are invited to join us for the competition final on Friday 20th
March 2020.  Elizabeth is organising a coach to take a party of
music lovers up to London, leaving at 10am from the Congress
eatre, Eastbourne. A return ticket is £16, but EAC members
have been offered a special price of £14. Entry to the competition
is free, and lunch can be purchased in the Academy’s canteen.

To reserve your coach seats contact Elizabeth on
01323 507337 or send a cheque payable to
‘E. Pridmore’, Manor Barn, 8 Manor Way,
Ratton, Eastbourne BN20 9BN.
State how many required.

Special Music Event in 2020
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Supporting the Eastbourne Arts Circle

We need your help. We are rightly proud of our long
history of supporting the Towner Gallery, but it is you,

our loyal members, that have made it all possible.
Please carry on supporting our work.

This can be done through joining or renewing your
membership, attending our lectures, volunteering to help
at events, joining the committee, giving us a donation, or

remembering us in your will.
Help us to support the Towner. 

Did you know that the
Towner Auditorium has
now been showing films
for over a year?

During this time, 10,000 people
have enjoyed 347 screenings
in the comfort of a purpose-built
cinema space.

What an asset the Auditorium has proved to be providing a regular
revenue stream for the Towner.  As a charity, Eastbourne Arts Circle
should be justifiably proud of the part we played in this success by
donating the first £100,000 towards its funding.
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uncommercialised seafront overlooking the Western Lawns and 
Wi
Towner Gallery. The town centre is only a 10  15 minute walk. 
 
The Lansdowne Hotel has been awarded three stars by the AA for 
many years and maintains a high standard of comfort together with 
personal service to its guests. 
 
Lansdowne Hotel is a member of the Best Western Hotels 
consortium. This is a group of privately owned Hotels, providing a 
countrywide network of over 280 carefully selected establishments. 
Each Hotel retains its complete independence but works in close co-
operation with other members. 
 
There are 102 individually furnished en-suite bedrooms with man y 
overlooking the sea. 
 
The Hotel has many years  experience of arranging Weddings, 
Conferences, Meetings, Special Occasion Events and Afternoon 
Teas. 
 

01323 725 174  
reception@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk  

events@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk   
www.bw-lansdownehotel.co.uk 

 
 

 



We provide independent financial advice,
using the latest technology, including our secure

Personal Finance Portal for our clients.

Retirement Planning

Investment Planning

Inheritance Tax Planning

Equity Release Specialists*

Care Fees Planning Specialists

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

We offer a free no obligation initial meeting and
will donate 10% of any initial fees to the

Eastbourne Arts Circle (please quote EAC 10).

Bellcrest House, 114 Battle Road,
St Leonards on Sea, TN37 7AG

T: 01424 434045   E: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk

*Equity Release refers to Home Reversion plans and Lifetime Mortgages.
To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration. 

The value of investments (including property) and the income
derived from them may go down as well as up. 

T: 01424 434045   E: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk


