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Eastbourne Arts Circle Annual General Meeting 

Towner Gallery, Eastbourne 

15 April 2106 

Notes 

Present: 

Elizabeth Muir Lewis, Helen Rufus Ward, Philip Anson, John Hayden, Christine Gawad, Claire 

Patterson-Snell, Kathleen Spencer-Smith, Monique Cantin, Robin James, Sheila James, 

Hilary Wood, Dorothy Hobden, Shirley Bloom, Mrs Baker, Mr and Mrs Thomas 

 

  Item Presenter 

1 All welcomed 

Committee introduced and thanked for their hard work over the last year. 

EML 

2 Apologies 

Mr & Mrs Tye 

Mr & Mrs Gregory 

Mr A Forest 

Mr and Mrs Oddy 

R Green 

June Tickner 

EML/CG 

 

3 Minutes of last AGM (2015-16), corrected and accepted as accurate 

 

 

 

4 Chair Report for 2015-16 

The last year had been both challenging and fantastic, the change of name 

had been well received. The Friends of the Towner would always be 

remembered with affection and fondness but now EAC is part of 

Eastbourne culture. 

Elizabeth discussed the interesting events put on by EAC over the last 

year and gave thanks to the legacy from Sally Sainsbury that has enabled 

EAC to donate towards the development of the new lecture facilities at the 

Towner Gallery. 

Elizabeth described the success of the 2nd Geoffrey Williams Bursary and 

that it had a large number of entrants. 

Elizabeth recounted that she has learnt a lot about the tastes of the EAC 

members but was disappointed that there was less interest in music. 

Elizabeth praised the achievements and change for good of the EAC.  

EML 

 

5 Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

Philip highlighted the free contributions of speakers and how this had 

helped the healthy balance. 

The newsletter was the biggest outlay, the web site is maintained as this is 

an important method of communication of the EAC events. 

PA 
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Questions requested: 

1) What was the £5000 donation for? 

Answer: Towards the Recording Britain exhibition currently on at the 

Towner Gallery. 

2) How are the events cost calculated? 

Answer: Birely hire costs £250 

3) Could event costs be itemised in future? 

Breakdown of costs will be shown 

4) Should EAC purchase Public liability insurance? 

Answer: not requires as held by the venues we use. 

5) Could EAC reclaim VAT 

Answer: to be VAT registered need to have a turnover of £83000 

 

Is the Treasurer’s report accepted? 

Robin James proposed 

Dorothy Holden seconded. 

None against. 

Accounts Accepted. 

 

6 Appointment of Auditors: 

Philip would lie to propose Mr Westcott to be EAC auditor 

All in favour – show of hands. 

None against 

 

 

 

7 Election of Officers; 

Helen addressed the meeting by thanking Elizabeth as the outgoing chair 

saying what a fantastic job she had done, taking over the chair at a difficult 

time but had steared the EAC through a change of  name, had re built the 

relationship with the Towner Gallery Director. 

Elizabeth had been the brain child of the G Wiliams bursary and held 

implement the process. 

Helen expressed a wsh that Elizabeth would remain as the vice chair and 

contiune to hgelp organise the events programme. 

Elizabeth would be a hard act to follow but Helen is pleased she will be at 

hand when needed. 

Helen thanked the small team of committee memebrs and that she is 

confident the EAC will contiune to present a  good programme for its 

memebrs. 

The meting asked for a show of hands to elect Helen as Chair all agreed 

None against. 

Nomination for Elizabeth as Vice Chair 
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Helen Nominated Elizabeth 

Claire Seconded 

Show of hands, Elizabeth elected as Vice Chair 

Nomination for Christine as Membership secretary  

Claire PS nominated 

Mr James seconded,  

Showof hands, Christine elected as Membership secreatry 

Nomination for Philip as Treasurer 

Robin James Nominated 

Mrs Holden seconded,  

Show of hands, Philip elected as Treasurer. 

Nomination for Editor 

Elizabeth ML nominated Claire Paterson Snell 

Seconded by John Haydon 

Show of hands, all agreed 

Claire elected as Editor 

Nominations for Publist/Advertising 

Christine G nominated John Hayden 

Seconded by S James 

Show of hands, all agreed 

John elected ad Publist/advertising 

Jessica nominated Kathleen Spencer-Smith for committee member 

Seconded by Mr James 

Show of hands all agreed Kathleen elected as C member. 

Full committee elected. 

Next meeting 9 May 16 at 7.30 

 

9 AOB 

None notified prior to AGM 

Meeting closed. 

 

 

 

    


