
www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk

Autumn Newsletter 2016



ADULT ART COURSES IN:
 WATERCOLOUR  OIL PAINTING  MIXED MEDIA  ACRYLIC
 LIFE DRAWING  PASTELS   PORTRAIT  DRAWING  LINO-CUT PRINTING

 

ALSO AT THE STUDIOS - SOUTH STREET WRITERS

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

SEESSRUOCTRATLUDA
RUOLOCRETAW O

GNIWARDEFIL AP

   
         
            

 

       

:NI
GNITNIAPLI AIDEMDEXIM

SLETSA TIARTROP WARD

   
         
            

 

       

GN
A CILYRCA

GNIW ITNIRPTUC-ONIL NG

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       OIDUTSEHTTAOSLA

   
         
            

 

       TIRWTEERTSHTUOS-SO

   
         
            

 

       SRET

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

   
         
            

 

       

eetwriters.cosouthstr

   
         
            

 

       

.ukeetwriters.co



Cover Picture:
John Everett Millias, (1829-96), Mariana, 1850/1, Oil on mahogany, © Tate Britain
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TICKET BOOKING
Friday Art lectures held at towner - Cost per talk: Members: £10

non-members: £12. other events: prices as stated.

Tickets are available by post from Philip Anson, 34 Martello Road, Eastbourne,
BN22 7SS. cheques payable to “Eastbourne Arts Circle”,

please include an sAE, or from the Tourist Information Centre,
or via the link on our web site: www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk

Enquiries 08432 895129.

Tickets at the reduced rate for members are ONLY available
in advance from Philip, or on the door, and are NOT available

from the Council’s Tourist Information Centre or on our web site.

Information

Patron The Duke of Devonshire KCVO, CBE, DL

President  The Mayor of Eastbourne

Chairman Dr Helen Rufus-Ward

Vice Chairman Elizabeth Muir-Lewis

Honorary treasurer Philip Anson

Honorary secretary Christine Gawad

Advertising  John Haydon

haydon.j@sky.com

Editor Claire Patterson-Snell 

Printing EBC Printing Services

printingservices@eastbourne.gov.uk 

EAstbournE Arts CirClE - Formerly Friends of the towner
Registered charity no 306339

Why not become a member of Eastbourne Arts Circle
or renew your membership for just £15 per year!

Benefits include reduced prices for our top quality lectures, regular informative
newsletters, priority notification and booking of forthcoming Friday Art Lectures
and Sunday events at the Birley.  Your membership also covers invitations to

special EAC and Towner Gallery cultural occasions such as exciting exhibitions,
the annual Xmas lunch with a fun quiz, inspiring concerts, delightful poetry
readings and friendly coffee mornings.  If you are interested please contact

Christine Gawad the EAC membership secretary on 01323 504086.
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I am honoured, if a little daunted, to find

myself the new Chairman…how did

that happen?  Fortunately, 

Elizabeth Muir-Lewis will remain as 

Vice Chairman and continue as our

Events Programme Director.

Thankfully, I am lucky enough to 

have a small but effective team:

Elizabeth as Vice Chairman (will keep

me on the straight and narrow), Philip

Anson our fantastic treasurer (what

would we do without him?), Christine

Gawad our tireless secretary (striving 

to build up our membership), Claire

Patterson-Snell, our excellent editor

(doesn’t the newsletter look good?) 

and John Haydon, our trusty

advertising and publicity guru.

Lastly, I would like to welcome our

newest committee member Kathleen

Spencer-Smith.

It is a very exciting time to be Chairman.

The new auditorium at the Towner is

progressing well and on track to be

completed in March 2017. 

We are in regular discussion with the

Towner Director Emma Morris who

showed us copies of the plans at our

last meeting which looked amazing!

We will be handing over our

contribution of £100,000 when all

the paper work has been completed. 

This building project will make a big 

difference to Eastbourne Arts Circle, 

allowing us to swop the cramped and

airless Junction Box for the splendour

of a purpose built lecture theatre. 

As it will be able to accommodate an

audience of 80+ there will be no fear

of having to turn late comers away! 

I hope you will agree that we have a

great autumn programme lined up for

you, with a selection of interesting art 

lectures and an afternoon of 

Shakespearian themed music at 

the Birley Centre.  We also have a

Christmas Lunch and Quiz on the 

3rd December at the Lansdowne Hotel

– please join us – I promise it will be

great fun!

We couldn’t do any of this without you!

We really value your support and look

forward to welcoming you at our next

event.

Dr Helen rufus-Ward 

Chairman

Chairman’s Letter
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Friday Art Lectures
All talks
2.30-4.30pm

The Rise of British

Landscape Painting

with

Dr Prasannajit de Silva

Friday 16th September,

2.30pm

Towner, College Road

Landscape painting became very popular 
in Britain in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries, based around aesthetic 
notions of ‘the picturesque’ and ‘the sublime’. 

Prasannajit’s fascinating lecture will explore the popularity of early 
nineteenth-century landscape painting and reflect on how such 
topographical imagery came to relate to British national identity?
He will also consider the political and social messages such paintings 
conveyed, as well as an artists’ personal responses to nature.

Dr Prasannajit de silva is an Associate tutor for the Universities
of Sussex, Birkbeck and London. 

tickets £12
(EAC members £10)

Refreshments included in ticket price.

John Constable, Study of the trunk
of an elm tree, 1820/3, ©Tate
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Music Inspired

by the Bard
Ben Johnson, Tenor
With Pianist James southall

Sunday 23rd October 3pm

Birley Centre, Carlisle Road

BEN JOHNSON is an outstanding 27 year old tenor who, since 
winning the Kathleen Ferrier Award, the Gerald Moore's singers prize, 
and the Wigmore Hall international song contest, has gone on to be 
recognised internationally.  

Not surprisingly he is much in demand as an artist – 
so we are delighted to be able to welcome Ben, with his
pianist James Southall to take part in our 2016 season.
The music chosen by Ben for this event will be inspired
by the legacy of William shakespeare in this special 
anniversary year (2016 marks the 400th year since 
his death).

As a recitalist Ben’s performances are enormously entertaining, 
presenting a wide range of arias and songs which we will remember 
from his performance at the Birley in May 2014, when he performed
alongside the 2013 Richard Lewis winner. Ben has a rich Italianate 
voice (more Pavarotti than Bostridge) which has rapidly made him 
one of opera's hottest properties. 

tickets £13 (EAC members £11)
Refreshments included in ticket price.

Birley Centre Event

Eastbourne Arts Circle and The Richard Lewis Trust 

proudly presents
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The Life and Work of

Fra Angelico

with Richard Cupidi

Sunday 13 November, 3pm
Birley Centre, Carlisle Road

Fra Angelico (Giovanni da Fiesole)

(c.1387-1455) was a celebrated Italian

artist who was recognised in his own

lifetime, thereby earning him the nick-name

Angelico meaning ‘angelic’, due to his

harmonious Christian

themed paintings.

A visionary artist, he abandoned the more

Gothic style of painting choosing to refer 

back the work of Giotto instead.  Richard’s

talk will follow the life of the artist and

marvel at some of his exquisite work such 

as the celebrated frescoes of S. Marco 

in Florence, which were commissioned 

by Cosimo de Medici.

richard Cupidi is an experienced

American born art historian and adult

education tutor based in Brighton. 

tickets £13 (EAC members £11)
Refreshments included.

Birley Centre Event

Fra Angelico (1387-1455),
The Annunciation, c 1426,

tempera on wood.
© Museo del Prado, Madrid

Fra Angelico (c.1387-1455), 
Heavenly Choir (detail), Fiesole Altar
piece, © Convent of San Domenico,

Fiesole, Italy
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Man Ray and

Sonia Delauney

with John Perrin

Friday 18 November, 
2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road,

Eastbourne

Eclectic US artist, photographer and film maker Man Ray (1890-1976) 
was one of the founders of the Dada movement and had a long
association with Surrealism.  He mainly worked in Paris as a
photographer, exploring the principles of space and motion.

Likewise, Ukranian –born French artist
Sonia Delaunay (1885-1979) was also
Paris based for a time.  She is best known
for her colourful geometric abstraction,
designs that she used for fabrics,
wallcoverings and clothes.  Together with
her husband, she co-founded the
Orphism movement. Popular speaker
John Perrin will explore the life and work
of these influential avant-garde artists. 

John Perrin is a very experienced lecturer
who runs regular WEA courses throughout
Sussex on the Appreciation of Modern Art.

tickets £12  (EAC members £10)
Refreshments included.

Art Lectures at Towner

Sonia Delaunay textile design
© www.artnet.com
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The Pre Raphaelite Painters
with Bryan Davies
Friday 16 December, 2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road, Eastbourne

The Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood started as a group of seven young
British artists.  Their aim was to revive, in British painting, the purity 
of art in the era before Italian Renaissance artist Raphael.  
The Pre-Raphaelites did this through the clarity of colour and line 
and a focus on simple rather than grandiose subjects. Although the 
brotherhood was short-lived, from 1848 to the early 1850s, their 
influence on painting in Britain was significant.

Artist bryan Davies has a wide knowledge of the art of painting which
has helped establish him as a leading lecturer on art from many eras.

tickets £12 (EAC members £10) Refreshments included.

Art Lectures at Towner

William Holman Hunt (1827-1910), The Hireling Shepherd, 1851/2,
oil on canvas, ©Manchester City Art Gallery
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Date for your Diary

Christmas Lunch and Quiz
saturday, 3rd December
12.20pm for 1.00pm
Lansdowne Hotel, Eastbourne

be sure to join us for lunch followed by a special EAC Quiz
with Quiz Masters - Helen Rufus-Ward and Michael Kaye

Booking form with menu choice attached – so please join us for
this fun afternoon!

The Banquet of Cleopatra, Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, 1744, 
© National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, Australia
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Murals still under threat 

Matassa and toffolo Art Collections
Management (based in London) 
have been tasked by the Church
Commissioners to investigate the 
feasibility of removing and 
rehoming Hans Feibusch’s 
The Pilgrim’s Progress cycle 
of murals from the crypt of 
St Elisabeth’s Church, Victoria 
Drive, Eastbourne. As the church is
due for demolition in a year’s time, 
there is an urgency to their mission!  

I was lucky enough to view the murals on the 6th July in the company of our Vice
Chair Elizabeth, together with representatives from the Church Commission,
Eastbourne Society, Sussex University and the management team.  This visit left
me convinced that they are well worth saving!  The conclusion of the investigation
so far is that although the church cannot be saved, due to a critical flaw in its
structure which would cost £3.5million just to make safe, the murals could be 
successfully removed from the wall (albeit at substantial cost but nowhere near
as much as saving the building).  However, before this stage is reached a 
permanent home must be found for the murals, preferably in Eastbourne, but at
the very least in Sussex.  

As an émigré, escaping persecution in his native Germany (due to his Jewish
ancestry) to live in Britain from 1933 until his death in 1998, Hans Feibusch’s
story still has resonance today.  Not only is Feibusch’s beautiful allegorical work
of art historical importance (see more of his work at the Tate), but the subject
matter of John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress is one of the most significant
works of religious English literature – a book that has never been out of print
since it was first published in 1678.

Already some 70 individuals and organisations have been contacted to give 
advice and ultimately assist with the funding of this project.  It would be a 
tragedy if the murals were destroyed without some effort being made to save
them! 

Any ideas or suggestions as to the future of the murals please contact: 
Dr Helen Rufus-Ward  helen@rufus-ward.co.uk and I will forward 
correspondence to Matassa and Toffolo Art Collections Management team.
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Ladies with HatsLadies with Hats

CCaabbaarreettCCaabbaarreett

For that special occasion call on ...

!For enquiries, photos & bookings of this trio and pianist 
contact Susan on 01323 640257

Harmony Humour & Hats
with vocal trio
Annie, Julia and Susan

  
          

  
          

  
          

  
          

  
          

  
          

  
          

  
          

  
          

  
          

  
          

SPECIAL INVITATION to a private view, 7th September 2016, 6pm 

Eastbourne Streetscapes Through Time
An exhibition of new works  
by Eastbourne artist Paul Jordan
Eastbourne Heritage Centre welcomes 
Eastbourne Arts Circle members to this 
delightful exhibition, and enjoy a walk 
around the centre with a complimentary 
glass of wine, plus tea, coffee, snacks.
Paul Jordan has researched archives for 
images of Eastbourne’s streets from the 

 
and watercolour artworks, documenting 
the changing streetscapes and rebuilding or remodelling of many residential villas 
into shops, shown from the same spot at different times.  The original artworks are 
for sale, with signed prints and a colour catalogue of the exhibition from the shop.  
This is a free event but numbers are limited, so please register early by only contacting 
Helen Rufus-Ward at helen@rufus-ward.co.uk (and not at the Heritage Centre please). 
Eastbourne Heritage Centre  www.eastbourneheritagecentre.co.uk 
2 Carlisle Road, Eastbourne BN21 4BT,  Tel: 01323 411189 
Steps are up to the entrance. Sorry, no lift or wheelchair access.
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Present a concert of poetry and music in aid
of the Berwick Church Murals

Under the direction of Elizabeth Muir-Lewis

Saturday 24th September at 6pm
in the Berwick Church                                                                            

This new ensemble has had an outstanding first year since they formed
their group in 2015. Fresh from a highly successful appearance in the London

Brandenburg choral Festival in April, they have many events pencilled
in for 2016-2017. Elizabeth decided from the outset to mix poetry and music,

and this has proved to be very popular. For this event the reader will be
Nicholas Chisholm (Past director of the Yehudi Menuhin School). 

The programme is a mixture of sublime A Capella ensembles by some
of the greatest madrigal composers (Dowland, Byrd etc) as well as later

composers (Elgar, Mendelssohn, Schubert etc) The poetry will be a reflection
of the music.. not least John Dowland's verse (a great poet as well as great

composer)  Also some really fun pieces to entertain.

Entry is Free. For further info call: 01323 507337

Email: emuirlewis@gmail.com

The SussexSong Makers
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leaving a legacy to towner Art Gallery
A gift in your will to your loved ones, the causes you care about or places

that have inspired you is a wonderful expression of what is most important

to you. And you can be in no doubt of the impact of your generosity on

your beneficiaries. 

Towner Art Gallery was established by just such a visionary act of gen-

erosity and benefaction. In 1920 Alderman John Chisholm Towner gave

twenty two paintings and a sum of money to the people of Eastbourne, to

provide a ‘gallery for the people’. His bequest included Victorian paintings

of landscapes, animals and children by mainstream artists of the time

which formed the foundation for today’s Towner Collection. Over the

decades, the Collection has grown to include almost 5,000 works. It is best

known for its twentieth century British art – including the broadest and

most significant body of work by Eric Ravilious (1903-1942). It is

also known for its emerging collection of international contemporary art

which most recently includes moving image works. 

By leaving a legacy gift to Towner Art Gallery, you will be making a 

significant difference to the gallery’s future, enabling it to plan for its 

future with certainty and confidence. Your vital contribution will live on for

generations, ensuring that Towner can continue to engage, inform and 

inspire people of all ages and backgrounds from Eastbourne and beyond

through its Collection, its exhibitions and learning activities. 

Every gift, no matter the size, can make a real difference to Towner’s 

future. Unrestricted gifts are the most helpful as they give us the flexibility

to use your gift where it is most needed at the time. However, you can

choose specific projects. The following list gives you an idea of how your

gift can help Towner. 

£500 would buy art materials for the Tiny Towner programme for 

under-5s. £1,000 would enable the conservation of works in the Towner

Collection needing care.

A legacy to Towner Art Gallery
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A legacy to Towner Art Gallery

£5,000 would support our year-round programme for children and young

people. £10,000 would support the costs of our Annual Schools Exhibition 

and £20,000 would help us purchase works to add to the Towner 

Collection.

Your will sets out your wishes and intentions and is the safest way to 

ensure that your money goes to those you care about, and prevents it

going to the Government. Once you have provided for your family and

loved ones, any gifts you make to charity are free of Inheritance Tax. 

Towner is a registered charity. If you would like to remember the gallery 

in your will, you can discuss your intentions and the different options in

complete confidence with Clare Dobson on 01323 434663 or by emailing

clare.dobson@townereastbourne.org.uk 

Any decisions you make are in no way legally binding, and you can

change your mind at any time. If you have already remembered Towner in

your will, thank you very much. We would be delighted to hear 

from you so that we can thank you personally for your foresight 

and commitment. 

David Bomberg: A Sense of Place - Members’ Private View



Forthcoming Friday Lectures

William Morris and the Arts
and Crafts Movement

with Dr Prasannajit de Silva
William Morris (1834-96), Design

for tapestry, pencil and body colour.
© Victoria & Albert Museum

Paulo uccello
with Richard Cupidi

Paulo Uccello (1397-1475),
detail Battle of San Romano,
1438/40, ©National Gallery,

London
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Hagia sophia, the Church
of Holy Wisdom

with Dr Helen Rufus-Ward
Hagia Sophia, 6th century, Istanbul

the scottish Colourists
and the Glasgow boys

with Peter Scott
E. A. Hornel & George Henry, The Druids

bringing in the mistletoe, 1890.
© Delvingrove Art Gallery, Glasgow



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEST WESTERN Lansdowne Hotel is a breath of fresh air in one of the loveliest locations on the south coast. Overlooking 

the Western Lawns on Eastbourne s uncommercialised seafront, the hotel provides you with the ideal base for a short 

break, longer holiday, family celebration, company conference, or just an overnight stay. 

The hotel has a wide range of excellent en-suite bedrooms with modern facilities. 

There are comfortable lounges facing the sea and games facilities including two snooker rooms, conference and function 

rooms which take up to 80 delegates, and in the evening the hotel comes alive in the attractive Regency Bar and the 

popular Devonshire Restaurant. 

Street parking and lock up garages at an additional nightly charge, please contact reception or our website for further 

 

Throughout the year, we run a programme of special breaks including Christmas, New Year, Easter, golf and Bridge. Call 

us for our hotel and special breaks brochure, or visit our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings  Afternoon Teas  Lunches  Dinners  Christmas  Bar Snacks  Seminars  Accommodation - Weddings 

 

King Edwards Parade, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 4EE 

T. 01323 725 174 F. 01323 739 721 

Reservations Direct Dial 01323 745 483 

Sales and Events Direct Dial 01323 745 485 

sales@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk www.lansdowne-hotel.co.uk 

 

 

 

BEST WESTERN Lansdowne Hotel is a breath of fresh air in one of the loveliest locations on the

south coast. Overlooking the Western Lawns on Eastbourne’s uncommercialised seafront, the hotel

provides you with the ideal base for a short break, longer holiday, family celebration, company

conference, or just an overnight stay.

The hotel has a wide range of excellent en-suite bedrooms with modern facilities.

There are comfortable lounges facing the sea and games facilities including two snooker rooms,

conference and function rooms which take up to 80 delegates, and in the evening the hotel comes

alive in the attractive Regency Bar and the popular Devonshire Restaurant.

Street parking and lock up garages at an additional nightly charge, please contact reception or our

website for further information. Eastbourne’s lively theatres and shops are nearby.

Throughout the year, we run a programme of special breaks including Christmas, New Year, Easter,

Golf and Bridge. Call us for our hotel and special breaks brochure, or visit our website.

Meetings – Afternoon Teas – Vintage Afternoon Teas – Traditional Sunday Lunch – Dinners

Christmas – Extensive Bar/Lounge Menu – Bar Snacks – Seminars – Accommodation – Weddings

King Edwards Parade, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 4EE

T. 01323 725 174  F. 01323 739 721

Reservations Direct Dial 01323 745 483

Sales and Events Direct Dial 01323 745 485

sales@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk  www.lansdowne-hotel.co.uk
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Services for you
Moving House - Wills and Estate Planning
Tax and Trust Services - Powers of Attorney
Probate  - Personal Injury - Family Law

Services for your business
Corporate Finance - Business Agreements
Litigation and Disputes - Employment Law
Intellectual Property - Commercial Property

33 The Avenue
Eastbourne
BN21 3YD

2 Eversley Road
Bexhill on Sea
TN40 1EY

56 Cooden Sea Road
Bexhill on Sea
TN39 4SL

34 Wellington Square
Hastings
TN34 1PN

Tel: 01323 435900 Email: info@gabyhardwicke.co.uk Web: www.gabyhardwicke.co.uk
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Mirabelle Dining Events
at the Grand 2016
Join us in the Mirabelle Restaurant, Eastbourne.

Highest rated Restaurant in East Sussex

in the Good Food Guide.

13th July An Evening in Bordeaux dinner £70.00

3rd August A Seaside lunch £40.00

7th September Spice Evening 5 dinner £70.00

30th November Scandinavian Christmas dinner £70.00

Tables of 4/6 and 8 are available and all these events

include an aperitif and wine.

Best to book early…. These events are always popular!

Call our reservations department

on 01323 412345

Visit our website for all the Mirabelle events over the festive season.

Follow us on twitter – www.twitter.com/grandeastbourne

Facebook – www.facebook.com/grandhoteleastbourne

The Grand Hotel, King Edwards Parade, Eastbourne, BN21 4EQ.

www.grandeastbourne.com



Panoramic Wealth Management limited
originates from over 25 years and since then has been

advising many clients in the Eastbourne areas and surrounds.

Gary Jefferies, Managing Director who is highly qualified
has personally been in the industry for over 30 years.
He was for 6 years a main Board Director of what is 

now the Personal Finance Society.  In addition he has been 
a contributor to local and National press. 

The firm’s advice is of a very personal confidential nature.
Meetings can either take place at our office or your home to suit 

your requirements. We look to build long term on-going relationships
based on trust that allows you feel comfortable dealing with 

ourselves in respect your personal financial affairs.     

The main areas we advise clients is in respect of:-

Planning your retirement   

Maximising income in the most appropriate manner.

investment of trust funds and Estate Planning 

Preparing for and Funding of long term care 

Panoramic Wealth Management limited
2nd Floor Richmond Terrace,

49 London Road, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent.  TN1 1DT

Tel: 01892 559 555
Email us: journey@panoramicwealth.co.uk 

PANORAMIC
WEALTH MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Panoramic Wealth Management ltd is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority


