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BEST WESTERN Lansdowne Hotel is a breath of fresh air in one of the loveliest locations on the south coast. Overlooking 

the Western Lawns on Eastbourne s uncommercialised seafront, the hotel provides you with the ideal base for a short 

break, longer holiday, family celebration, company conference, or just an overnight stay. 

The hotel has a wide range of excellent en-suite bedrooms with modern facilities. 

There are comfortable lounges facing the sea and games facilities including two snooker rooms, conference and function 

rooms which take up to 80 delegates, and in the evening the hotel comes alive in the attractive Regency Bar and the 

popular Devonshire Restaurant. 

Street parking and lock up garages at an additional nightly charge, please contact reception or our website for further 

 

Throughout the year, we run a programme of special breaks including Christmas, New Year, Easter, golf and Bridge. Call 

us for our hotel and special breaks brochure, or visit our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings  Afternoon Teas  Lunches  Dinners  Christmas  Bar Snacks  Seminars  Accommodation - Weddings 

 

King Edwards Parade, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 4EE 

T. 01323 725 174 F. 01323 739 721 

Reservations Direct Dial 01323 745 483 

Sales and Events Direct Dial 01323 745 485 

sales@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk www.lansdowne-hotel.co.uk 

 

 

 

BEST WESTERN Lansdowne Hotel is a breath of fresh air in one of the loveliest locations on the

south coast. Overlooking the Western Lawns on Eastbourne’s uncommercialised seafront, the hotel

provides you with the ideal base for a short break, longer holiday, family celebration, company

conference, or just an overnight stay.

The hotel has a wide range of excellent en-suite bedrooms with modern facilities.

There are comfortable lounges facing the sea and games facilities including two snooker rooms,

conference and function rooms which take up to 80 delegates, and in the evening the hotel comes

alive in the attractive Regency Bar and the popular Devonshire Restaurant.

Street parking and lock up garages at an additional nightly charge, please contact reception or our

website for further information. Eastbourne’s lively theatres and shops are nearby.

Throughout the year, we run a programme of special breaks including Christmas, New Year, Easter,

Golf and Bridge. Call us for our hotel and special breaks brochure, or visit our website.

Meetings – Afternoon Teas – Vintage Afternoon Teas – Traditional Sunday Lunch – Dinners

Christmas – Extensive Bar/Lounge Menu – Bar Snacks – Seminars – Accommodation – Weddings

King Edwards Parade, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 4EE

T. 01323 725 174  F. 01323 739 721

Reservations Direct Dial 01323 745 483

Sales and Events Direct Dial 01323 745 485

sales@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk  www.lansdowne-hotel.co.uk
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TICKET BOOKING
Friday Art Lectures at Towner: cost per talk: Members: £10

non-members: £12. Other events: Prices as stated.
Tickets are available by post from Philip Anson, 34 Martello Road, Eastbourne,

BN22 7SS. Cheques payable to “Eastbourne Arts Circle” please
include an SAE, or email address for ticket return. Our tickets are
also available from the Tourist Information Centre in Cornfield Road.

A postal Ticket booking form is available on our web site:
www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk. Ticket Enquiries (01323) 411906

(Best before 10.30am weekdays) Tickets at the reduced rate for members
are ONLY available in advance from Philip, or at the door, and

are NOT available from the Council’s Tourist Information Centre.
We regret that we are no longer offering online sales of our tickets.



4

We have now held our first lecture in
the new Towner auditorium which
started with a brilliant lecture from John
Perrin about the Spanish surrealist
painter Joan Miró.  David Dimbleby, the
Chairman of the board of trustees for
Towner, and Niamh Pearce, the acting
Director of the Towner, were on hand
to begin proceedings by thanking the
members for the £100,000 contribution
to the building of the auditorium.  As
way of further thanks our members
were also treated to some delicious
cakes (courtesy of the Towner). 

Recently, we were approached by
Towner to help establish a new Towner
Collection Development Fund for the
acquisition of artworks.  At our last
committee meeting we voted in favour
of supporting this seed fund with a
substantial sum to be gifted to the
Towner in instalments over a five
year-period.  This money would be
ring-fenced for the development of the
Towner’s fantastic art collection into the
future. We have also agreed to fund an
annual Artist Commission of up to
£1,000 (to replace our schools’ art
bursary) to create a new art work to be
unveiled at the Towner’s Sussex Open.
Do attend out AGM at 1pm on the
13th April to hear more about our
plans for the future.  

During the summer, committee
members explored the charity’s archive
of records and documents. This was
a task suggested and led by our
secretary Christine Gawad who was
the custodian of the material
(kept for many years in her loft).

What we
discovered,
when we spent a
day going through
the documents at
Christine’s home, was evidence of
52 years of consistently generous
financial support for the Towner Gallery
from Eastbourne Arts Circle (then
known as the Friends of the Towner.)
Wendy Bishop has very kindly
researched these donations (see page
10) revealing the huge contribution our
charity has made to the Towner Gallery
since our foundation in 1965.

The committee have decided to no
longer offer tea/coffee at the Friday
lectures from January 2018.  We
realise that some members will be
disappointed but we will be suggesting
that members visit Urban Ground café
prior to the lecture.  There will still be a
short comfort break half way through
the lecture.  The reasons for this
decision are the increase in the
audience size (from 50 to 80+),
the slowness of the serving, and the
shortage of committee members to
assist on the day.  

With thoughts turning to the festive sea-
son, a few tickets for our popular
Christmas lunch and quiz are still avail-
able so do come and join us – it will be
great fun! 
All the very best to all our members and
please don’t forget to renew your
subscription (forms enclosed with this
newsletter). 

Helen

Chairman’s Letter
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Friday Art Lectures All talks
2.30-4.30pm

Silent Witness:

The History,
Symbolism and
Power of Icons
with
Dr Helen Rufus-Ward

Friday 12 January
Towner, Carlisle Road

Eastbourne

Icons are religious panel paintings developed early in the history of
Christianity. The term ‘icon’ comes from the Greek word eikon meaning
a likeness, image or picture. Their religious power made them amongst
the most valuable objects in the medieval Christian world - icons are art,
but not as we know it! This lecture will evaluate the power of the icon by
exploring the origins of this type of portrait, the earliest surviving icons,
their spiritual otherworldliness, the process of their creation (and why
they often look the same), and the religious context in which they were
displayed and used in daily worship.

Dr Helen rufus-Ward is a published art historian, university lecturer and
accredited NADFAS (Arts Society) speaker.

Tickets £12 (EAC members £10)

See page 3 for full ticket details.

The Heavenly Ladder of John Climakos,
12th century, tempera on wood, 41x29.5cm.

© St Catherine’s Monastery, Mount Sinai
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Art Lectures at Towner

Above: detail of Claude Monet, Waterlily Pond,
1899, Oil on canvas, 88cm x 93cm, © National

Gallery London

Claude Monet: Everything in a Mist
with Dr Alexandra Loske

Friday 9 February 2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road, Eastbourne

Claude Monet (1840-1926) is often considered the figurehead of Impres-
sionism. In this talk, Dr Alexandra Loske will put the French painter into a
greater art historical context, discuss how he used colour and light to
create his masterpieces, and how he pushed the boundaries of the
genre of landscape painting. The talk coincides with two major London
exhibitions of Monet’s work and Impressionism in 2017/18, at the Na-
tional Gallery and Tate Britain.

Dr Alexandra Loske is a German-born published art historian and cura-
tor at the Royal Pavilion, Brighton.  She specialises in late 18th and early
19th century European art and architecture. 

Tickets £12  (EAC members £10)

See page 3 for full ticket details.
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Auguste Rodin:
The Shape of Genius
with
Peter Scott 

Friday 9 March, 2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road,

Eastbourne

Auguste Rodin (1840-1917), one of the greatest 19th century sculptors,
is known for the vigour and expressiveness of his treatment of the human
form. At the beginning of his career this led to his being accused of casting
some works from life.   However, one of his concerns was always with
the expression of ideas, often at the expense of form, so that many of his
works appear incomplete or fragmentary as a result.  In this lecture,
Peter Scott will illustrate that aspect of his sculpture, but also look at
Rodin’s lesser-known works on paper, which have so many echoes in
the work of later artists, for example Matisse, Henry Moore and Georgia
O’Keeffe.  As Rodin said: ‘It’s very simple. My drawings are the key to
my work.’

Peter Scott is an experienced lecturer and guide at Tate Britain,
Tate Modern and Dulwich Picture Gallery.  

Tickets £12 (EAC members £10)

See page 3 for full ticket details.

Art Lectures at Towner

Auguste Rodin, The Kiss, 1882,
marble. © Musée Rodin, Paris
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Puccini’s

Madame Butterfly
A Film introduced by

Elizabeth Muir-Lewis

Sunday 25 March 2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road, Eastbourne

Puccini's opera ‘Madame Butterfly’ is a great favourite with opera lovers
based on a true story, set in Japan, evoking a world of ancient Japanese
culture and traditions.  The story of a young Geisha girl, seduced and be-
trayed by an American sailor, abandoned with a child and culminating in
her tragic end, is a work that pulls at the heart strings.  The dramatic and
heart-breaking story is emphasised by the soaring melodies of Puccini's
music.

The first critics did not give the opera their approval, in fact it was a long
time before the critical world decided that here was a wonderful composer
who took real stories and brought them to life. Of all composers, Puccini
poured out melody and passion into his work, providing his singers with
the most sublime music to sing.

This will be our first film showing in our wonderful new auditorium so we
anticipate that it will be a very special event.  A chance to experience a
fine opera performance with world class singers. 

Tickets £12 (EAC members £10)

Early booking advised.

Film Event at Towner
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The Shakers
with

Richard Cupidi

Friday 13 April, 2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road,

Eastbourne

They called themselves ‘The United Society
of Believers in Christ’s Second Appearing’,
but because of their ecstatic dancing, the
world called them the Shakers.

For over 200 years these Shakers created American communities based
on the principle of ‘hands to work & hearts to God’.  For this lecture
Richard Cupidi will focus on the Shakers’ dedication to simplicity and
perfection expressed in everything they made from the smallest sewing
box to the cathedral-like glory of the Round Barn.

richard Cupidi is an experienced American-born art historian and adult
education tutor based in Brighton. 

Tickets £12 (EAC members £10)

Art Lectures at Towner

Please join us for our AGM, which will start at 1pm 

to be followed by this lecture.



The Friends of the Towner were
formed on 1st May 1965, with the first
general meeting held on 29th June
1965.   At the first meeting, the acting
Secretary, Charles G. Robson, told
the committee how he had been
inspired by an article in the local
paper which suggested starting up a
charity to support the Towner Gallery.
This idea prompted responses from
approximately 35 prominent local
people. For instance, the Manager of
Lloyds Bank offered to become joint
treasurer so an account was opened
at his bank. The Society then
approached the Duke of Devonshire
and the Mayor of Eastbourne to become the Patron and the President
respectively.  This was followed by the co-opting of the curator of the
Towner Gallery and the Principal of Eastbourne School of Art to join the
new society’s committee.

The main aim (as expressed by the Towner curator) was ‘to provide an
educational and social axis in the town for all those interested in the fine
arts, and to increase financial support for the gallery’.   To this end they
would arrange lectures, discussions, previews, concerts and exhibitions.
Whilst the Towner was at the Manor, the Friends of the
Towner made donations towards the running costs of
the gallery, including staff overtime, equipment, etc. For
example, in 1992 various items to the sum of over £6,000
were purchased by the Friends including a computer, slide
projector, camera flash unit, guillotine, stationery, easel
and a microphone lead.  Not to mention a Christmas tree!

We have also discovered from the archives that prior to
1992 the Friends contributed £8,000 towards a total of
£30,000 for the Contemporary Art Fund, which enabled
the Curator to purchase new acquisitions.

Donations made to the Towner

Towner Art Gallery and Local History Museum
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Friends of the towner Programme leaflet 1990



The Friends funding was often
an extremely eclectic mix of
financial support, covering work
such as the removal of the old
boiler, the construction of a new
gallery entrance counter, both at
the Manor, and the purchase of
a new toaster and kettle! 

We also paid the fee for jazz
performers as well as arranging
and paying for cataloguing work
to be undertaken.  This support
even extended to the Manor
gardens when in 1987 the
Friends paid for the trees to be
replaced after the storm, as well
as paying for a Bechstein piano
in that same year! 

Owing to the miscellaneous nature of the support it has been very difficult
to calculate, in actual monetary sums, how much the Friends have
donated year to year.  However, a note in the Friend’s archive paperwork
states that between 1995 and 2005, £76,000 was donated.  This included
the purchase of works by Eric Ravilious, William Gear, Robyn Denny,
Brian Fielding, Jem Southern, a contribution to the Art Society, part cost
of the Henry Hine catalogue, restoration of the Lyons’ lithographs, and a
radio microphone.

Whilst the Towner Gallery was closed,
between 2005 and 2009, the Friends
donated £13,100, including a donation
to the Educational Programme, an
Emma Mason print of Eric Ravilious’
Lombardy Poplars (for auction), artwork
of Newhaven by Edward Bawden,
and Ravilious’ Wedgwood garden
design ceramics.
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Friends of the Towner Committee.
From left: Lilia Morris, Irene Bishop,
Frank Stow (Treasurer), Sue Harris (Secretary),
and Geoffrey Williams (Chairman).

Eric Ravilious: Lombardy Poplars, 1935

Special permission was granted in 2008 for
a limited edition of prints to help raise funds
towards the building of the new Towner.



When the new Towner opened in 2009,
in the new gallery building next to the
Congress Theatre, the Friends donated
£19,500 to purchase the tables and
stackable chairs for the Junction Box.
These tables and chairs are still in evidence
although the chairs (the ones members have
been sitting on in the Junction Box) are
rather uncomfortable even if they do stack
very well!  In 2011, the friends assisted with
the purchase of John Piper pictures, as well
as contributing £17,750 to the Creative
Partnership and the Schools Exhibition.  

In 2014 the Friends of the Towner decided to
change their name to Eastbourne Arts Circle.
This was to stop confusion between the 
Towner’s own membership scheme and the
Friends of the Towner.

Under our new name the support of the Towner continued with a £10,000
donation in 2014 to fund a dedicated room for the display of works by
Eric Ravilious.  In 2015, £5,000 was donated to cover the cost of holding
the Recording Britain exhibition.  Bringing us bang up to date, in 2017
£100,000 was contributed towards the cost of the new auditorium (thanks
to a legacy received from Mrs Sally Sainsbury).  Recently Towner have
asked for us to assist with the setting up of a seed fund for the acquisition
of new art works and we have pledged £50,000 over 5 years.

Our research has shown that our financial support of the Towner has been
very impressive, although sometimes the donations to the gallery were
not tangible and many items funded by us have passed into obscurity.
However, what is clear from the records that survive is that we have
contributed a considerable amount of money over the years to the Towner.
We conservatively estimate that since 1990 the Friends/Eastbourne Arts
Circle have donated in excess of £247,400. We would imagine that since
the Friends formation in 1965 the sum would be much nearer £300,000!
We think you will agree this is something we should be incredibly proud of.
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Friends of the Towner 21st 
Anniversary Celebration (1986)
From Left Helen Grove (First 
Chairman), Ian Harris (Treasurer),
Irene Bishop, Pat Andrew
(Curator of the Towner Gallery). 



Supporting the Eastbourne Arts Circle

We need your help. We are rightly proud of our long history of supporting
the Towner Gallery (see our article on the previous pages!) but it is you, our

loyal members, that have made it all possible. Please carry on supporting our
work in any way that you can. This can be done through joining or renewing

your membership, attending our lectures, helping at events, joining the
committee, giving us a donation, or remembering us in your will.

Help us to continue supporting the Towner in whatever way
suits you best – we would be nothing without you!   
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Members and friends enjoying the first of
our art lectures in the new auditorium!

Tel: 01323 642744 Mobile: 07791 444699
davidanddaughter.co.uk

��	� �������
��
A friendly, trustworthy and reliable service

� Domestic Gas Boiler Servicing & Repairs
� Central Heating Controls

� Gas Fire servicing  � Fault Finding  
� Landlords gas safety certificates

� Home owner/buyer gas safety inspections

�������������������������������

Gas Safe Register
Number: 522178

Happy to support CONCENTUS

�����������������������������

Happy to support the Eastbourne Arts Circle!



Forthcoming Lectures 2018

Picasso’s Guernica
with Peter ScottSatirical Prints

with Dr Prasannajit De Silva

Artists and the
Sussex Seaside resorts

with Sue Berry

Eastbourne Arts Circle Membership
For just £15 a year you can benefit from reduced prices on

top quality lectures, receive regular newsletters,
invitations to Christmas lunches and Towner exhibitions.

To join please contact Christine Gawad, Membership
Secretary: on 01323 504086.

Please renew your membership

Painting Demonstration
with Michael Cruikshank

Thanks to Elizabeth Muir-Lewis for putting together a great programme of events
for next year. We look forward to welcoming you in the auditorium.  Helen



There is something quite quintessentially British about the serving of a Full Afternoon Tea. Time must be given 
to savour the delicious array of tea sandwiches, homemade cakes and pastries and of 

course warm freshly baked scones, English Strawberry Jam and Cornish Clotted Cream.

Here at the Grand we think we have mastered the art to perfection. 
Served every day in the lounges from 2.45pm – 6.30pm.

Throughout the year we also offer speciality teas: 

Tennis Season Special between - 22nd June - 15th July 2018 
We offer a fabulous Festive Afternoon Tea in December 

Palm Court Strings Orchestra Tea and Concert - every last Sunday of the month except June, July and December

Children’s teas are also available and allergens/special diets can be 
catered for when advised in advance.

For more information do call our Reservations Team on 01323 412345 
or visit our website www.grandeastbourne.com 

EVERYTHING STOPS FOR TEA 
AT THE GRAND HOTEL…

EASTBOURNE

The Grand Hotel, King Edwards Parade, Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN21 4EQ
01323 412345 | www.grandeastbourne.com

  @grandeastbourne      facebook.com/grandhoteleastbourne

              



We provide independent financial advice,
using the latest technology, including our

Personal Finance Portal for our clients.

Advice for individuals
Retirement Planning
Investment Planning

Protection
Inheritance Tax Planning

Equity Release Specialists*
Care Fees Planning Specialists

Residential & Buy to Let Mortgages**

Advice for businesses
Group Pensions

Key Person Protection
Shareholder Protection

Group Protection Planning
Group Private Medical Insurance

bellcrest House, 114 battle road,
St Leonards on Sea, TN37 7AG

T: 01424 434045   E: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk

*Equity Release refers to Home Reversion plans and Lifetime Mortgages.
To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration. 

**Your home or property may be repossessed if you do not keep
up repayments on your mortgage. 

The value of investments (including property) and the income
derived from them may go down as well as up. 

T: 01424 434045   E: office@informedfa.co.uk
www.informedfa.co.uk


