Newsletter Spring 2019

Details of our first Special Interest Day
Friday Art Lectures at Towner

www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk

EAC Committee News
Towner’s latest project the Ravilious
Gallery and Collection Library has now
been completed, and opened on the 25th
January this year. The photo below shows
Eastbourne Arts Circle Treasurer Sir Philip
Anson presenting a cheque towards the
project to Joe Hill, Director of the Towner.

TICKET BOOKING FOR EVENTS IN THE TOWNER ART GALLERY
Members: £10 non-members: £12 unless otherwise indicated. Tickets are available
by post from Sir Philip Anson, 34 Martello Road, Eastbourne, BN22 7SS.
Cheques payable to “Eastbourne Arts Circle” please include an SAE, or email
address for confirmation. A postal Ticket booking form is available on our web site.
Tickets also available from the Tourist Information Centre in Cornfield Road.
Tickets at the reduced rate for members are ONLY available in advance from
Sir Philip, or at the door, and are NOT available from the Council’s Tourist
Information Centre. www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk

EASTBOuRNE ARTS CIRCLE
Patron The Duke of Devonshire KCVO, CBE, DL
President The Mayor of Eastbourne
Chairman Dr Helen Rufus-Ward
Vice Chairman Elizabeth Muir-Lewis
Honorary Treasurer Sir Philip Anson

Registered charity No 306339

Honorary Secretary Vacant
Membership Officer Sir Philip Anson
Publicity Helena Birch and Derek Irving
Editor Claire Patterson-Snell
Committee Members
Roger Burrell Yvonne Burrell

Cover Picture: Walter Sickert, Nina Hamnett on Sofa, undated. Towner Art Gallery, Eastbourne.
Also on display as part of Figure Study II: Joe Hill Curates the Towner Collection.
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Chairman’s Letter
Dear Members
The second instalment of £10,000
was presented to the Towner Director
Joe Hill just before Christmas making
that £20,000 of the £50,000 that we
pledged to the Towner over 5 years.
This year our £10,000 went towards
the cost of a new Ravilious Gallery
and Collection Library which is already
incredibly popular with visitors to the
gallery. As a further gesture of our
support for the Towner this year, we
have gifted a further £10,000 making
Eastbourne Arts Circle the sole
sponsors of the new gallery. A
wonderful gift to help celebrate the
Towner’s tenth anniversary since it
moved from the old manor house.
The Towner continues to be a great
asset to the town and deserves our
support.
Once again, we will be continuing to
provide prize money of up to £1,000
for the Eastbourne Arts Circle’s own
Art Commission linked to the 2019
Sussex Open. Last year the prize
money was shared between two
talented artists: James W, Murray
and Sam Laughlin.
I am sad to report that our marvellous
membership secretary Christine
Gawad will be stepping down from
her role at the AGM (on 12th April).
I know that you will want to join me
and the rest of the committee in

thanking her for
all her hard work over the last few
years. Christine will be greatly missed.
We are very grateful to our treasurer
Sir Philip Anson for offering to take on
the membership duties.
As usual Elizabeth Muir-Lewis has
put together a brilliant programme
of events which I hope that you will
all enjoy this summer.
Many thanks for your support
Helen

EAC Membership Secretary
Christine Gawad at the
Christmas Lunch.

Stop Press
Please attend our AGM on
12th April at 1pm followed by
a lecture on artist Cy Twombly
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Lecture Review

Walter Sickert and the Camden Town Group
Review by Helena Birch, EAC Committee Member
Mention Sickert and one immediately thinks of Jack the
Ripper! Talking to people in the audience we all knew
there was a connection to a murder but what else?
We were soon to be enlightened by the speaker, Peter
Scott, at another sell out EAC event (on 8th February).
Peter is a lecturer and guide involved with the Tate
Galleries in London, the Dulwich Picture Gallery
and Bristol Art Gallery as well as lecturing for major
Art Societies. Peter introduced us to the Camden
Town Group through a series of portraits, either
self-portraits or portraits of each other. The artists
included Walter Sickert (who led the group), Harold Gilman,
Malcolm Drummond, Charles Ginner and Robert Bevan among others.
Peter took us through examples of paintings by different members of the group
with a focus on London scenes, which connected working class life, at this time,
with subjects such as the music hall, domestic life and the development of
transport. We were introduced to the techniques used to achieve quite original
textured effects on the paintings, some showing influences of Van Gogh and
Seurat. Also, we discovered how artists made use of photography in planning
their work with examples from the time.
In their preoccupation with the reality of life Sickert in particular showed us the
darker side of society with his portrayal of prostitutes painted in his studios. It was
this subject matter which led to the investigations in connection with the Jack the
Ripper murders and which Peter informed us could not have been at the hands
of Sickert as he was out of the country at the time. More recently DNA samples
taken from his oil paintings failed to prove any connection.
The Camden Town Group exhibited only three times but produced a wealth of
commentary on society at this time and as Peter pointed out they really
brought modern art to England with their depictions of the real world.
The audience were advised at the end of the lecture that the Towner owns two
Sickert paintings. Sickert’s Nina Hamnett on Sofa is currently on display as part
of Figure Study II: Joe Hill Curates the Towner Collection. The other Sickert can
be viewed on one of the Towner’s archive tours.
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Friday Art Lectures

All talks
2.30-4.30pm

Fashion, Art and
Darkness: Alexander
McQueen
with Dr Alexandra Loske

Friday 10 May

2.30pm
Towner, College Road
Eastbourne
Is fashion art? Can fashion designers be
artists? Should they be? How do fashion,
pop culture, pop music and other art forms
overlap and rely on each other? Art Historian
and curator Alexandra Loske will discuss
some of these questions by using the fashion designer Lee Alexander McQueen
(1969-2010), who would have turned 50 this year, as a case study. She will
explore his craftsmanship and roots in traditional Savile Row tailoring, what
inspired him, and how he used imagery and symbolism to create his collections.
A particular focus will be the staging and high theatricality of his fashion shows,
which were intended to fascinate, enthral and shock the audience in equal
measures.
Dr Alexandra Loske is a German-born art historian and curator at the Royal
Pavilion in Brighton specialising in late 18th and early 19th century European
art and architecture. Alexandra has lectured and published widely.

Tickets £12
(EAC members £10)
See page 2 for full ticket details.
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Art Lectures at Towner

Picasso Through the
Eyes of Lee Miller
with Anthony Penrose

Friday 14 June

2.30pm
Towner, College Road
Eastbourne
The relationship between Lee Miller
and Picasso began during the
enchanted summer holiday they
shared in the Côte d’Azur in 1937
and lasted until Picasso’s death in 1973.

‘Picasso, Villa La Californie, Cannes,
France 1957’ by Lee Miller.
© Lee Miller Archives, England 2018.
All rights reserved. leemiller.co.uk

Picasso painted 6 portraits of Lee Miller and she photographed him more than
1,000 times. She was a frequent visitor to his home in post war years,
accompanying Roland Penrose on his many research trips whilst he was writing
his biography of the artist Picasso, His Life and Work. The story is told mainly
using Lee Miller’s own photographs and contains a brief biography of her and
Roland Penrose.
Please note: contains some war time images which may be disturbing.
‘Fabulous - the best NADFAS lecture from any society over a 30-year
membership'; 'this one lecture was more than worth the whole year's
subscription'. The fact that you were speaking from the heart came across and
members were really quite moved by the tribute to your Mother and fascinated
by your insights into Picasso and his work.’ Janice Brooke, Programme Secretary,
Lunesdale DFAS.

Antony Penrose, Lee and Roland’s son, is co-director of Farley House and
Gallery and is an accredited speaker for the Arts Society.
Tickets £12 (EAC members £10)
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Art Lectures at Towner

Natalia Goncharova: Backcloth for Stravinsky’s The Firebird 1926 © V&A

Serge Diaghilev and the Ballets Russes
with Peter Scott

Friday 12 July

2.30pm
Towner, College Road, Eastbourne
Diaghilev (1872-1929) was an extraordinarily gifted impresario, curator
and director who pushed theatrical performance to its limits and
introduced Western Europe to the innovative and exciting avant-garde
art and design of Russia. Many of his Ballets Russes productions were
true collaborations bringing together the most famous and progressive
artists, composers and performers of the early 20th century. This lecture
illustrates the results of Diaghilev’s work with his collaborators, friends
and contacts, bearing witness to his influence on modernism and on
later developments in the visual arts.
Peter Scott is a lecturer and guide at Tate Britain, Tate Modern, the
Bristol Art Gallery and the Lightbox in Woking. He also lectures for
many other organisations, including the Art Fund, Arts Societies and the
National Trust and is an art history tutor for the WEA.
Tickets £12 (EAC members £10)
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Friday ‘Special Interest Day’

Life and Songs of
Franz Schubert
with Elizabeth Muir-Lewis
ARCM, Hon RAM, Hon LRAM
and Nicolas Chisholm MBE

Friday 26 July

Gustav Klimt, Schubert at the Piano, 1945

11am to 3.30pm

Towner, College Road, Eastbourne
Come and join us for a special interest day on the 26th July.
The special event will showcase the great composer Franz Schubert and his
wonderful songs (he wrote over 600) co-presented by Elizabeth Muir-Lewis
and Nicolas Chisholm. This will be a chance to follow the compelling life story
of Schubert who came from obscurity to finally receive recognition as a brilliant
composer who now sits alongside the greats. The day will also include some of
his exquisite repertoire of songs and the fascinating stories behind them.
Together Elizabeth and Nicolas will bring incredible insight into this brilliant
composer. Elizabeth, having studied Lieder in Vienna, learnt about the wonders
of the great German genre of song with a particular focus on Schubert. As both
a singer and a lecturer, Elizabeth is ideally skilled to bring this wonderful realm of
music to life. Likewise, Nicolas is a fine and extremely versatile musician who has
sung many of Schubert’s extraordinary song cycles. Together they will ensure
that you enjoy an enlightening day. An amazing journey that can be shared by all!
Programme
Coffee and Registration
First Lecture – the life and unfolding creativity of Schubert
Break for lunch (not provided suggest Towner cafe).
Second Lecture – the songs of Schubert
Special Interest day ends

Tickets £22 (EAC Members £20)
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11.00am
11.30am to 1pm
1pm to 2pm
2pm to 3.30pm
3.30pm

Leaving a Legacy
Leaving a Legacy to the Eastbourne Arts Circle
In my role as Vice Chairman of the Eastbourne Arts Circle, I am writing to ask
you if you might consider leaving a legacy to our charity in your will. I am sure
you have all seen the benefits that legacies can bring. In my own personal
experience, I have seen how sums donated to registered charities like our own
can make huge differences. The following examples are ones with which I was
directly involved. I consider myself so lucky that these organisations were given
such encouraging and welcome financial help.
When I was director of Eastbourne Choral Society, I was so touched to discover
that one of our members had left a legacy to the choir in her will. This allowed the
choir the opportunity to develop their choral works, as well as helping to support
the running costs into the future. A further example was my dear friend Brenda
Webb, who in her lifetime created an award for a young pianist at The Royal
Academy of Music supporting the careers of at least thirty young pianists.
Finally, the project that is near to my heart. When my late husband, Richard
Lewis, died his legacy was the creation of a singing competition in his name.
By great good fortune I was introduced to Dr Jean Shanks (Princess Galizine)
who decided to give the trust funds to start the project, as well as leaving a further
sum in her will. Her generosity was remarkable, giving early career support to
countless young singers.
Our own Eastbourne Arts Circle has also benefited from a substantial legacy.
In 2017 Mrs Sally Salisbury left us a substantial sum which allowed us to offer
considerable financial help to Towner. For example, £100,000 went towards the
building of the superb Auditorium/Cinema which we all enjoy every month, and the
sole sponsorship of a brilliant new Ravilious Gallery and Collection Library which
opened on the 25th January this year. Neither of these projects would have got
off the ground without our support all thanks to Sally Sainsbury’s legacy.
These examples are just a few of the many bequests that people leave to
organisation's that mean something to them. Whether it is for medical or artistic
reasons, it makes lives better, and is a wonderful way to say thank you. The way
I see it is that after our allotted span on this earth, we can leave behind something
that carries on into the future to assist so many.

Elizabeth Muir-Lewis
Vice Chairman
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Let us help you achieve your objectives

CREATING, MANAGING AND PROTECTING WEALTH
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The Sussex Song Makers
with Conductor Elizabeth Muir-Lewis
Will be entertaining with a variety of music from
Monteverdi to Purcell, comic items and poetry.

Friday 5th April at 2.30pm
Auditorium, Towner Gallery, College Road
Tickets £8 available from Towner Gallery, College Road,
Eastbourne BN21 4JJ. Also available on the door.

When you have read this newsletter please do
pass it on to a non-member, so they can see for
themselves the benefits of membership
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Supporting the Arts in Eastbourne

Advertising in the EAC Magazine
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The Eastbourne Arts Circle is a registered charity
set up to support the Arts in Eastbourne. In particular
it raises funds to support the Towner Gallery.

l

It runs various events throughout the year including
lectures on the visual arts, literature and music.

l

The membership is around 350 and is increasing.
Members are mainly in the 50 plus age bracket.

<2

The magazine is published in A5 format three times a year and
is sent to all members as well as being available to the public
through various channels such as the Towner Gallery and the
Tourist Information Office.
Space is available for advertisers in the Magazine at the
following rates:
Full Page A5
Half Page
Quarter Page

£150
£75
£50

Rates are for one year and your advert will feature in all three
issues of the magazine and the EAC web page. In addition, it is
our intention to display all sponsors on screen at the beginning
of selected events.
To advertise or for further information please contact:
Sir Philip Anson at: ANSONPR@aol.com
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We provide independent financial advice,
using the latest technology, including our secure
Personal Finance Portal for our clients.
Retirement Planning
Investment Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning
Equity Release Specialists*
Care Fees Planning Specialists
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
We offer a free no obligation initial meeting and
will donate 10% of any initial fees to the
Eastbourne Arts Circle (please quote EAC 10).

Bellcrest House, 114 Battle Road,
St Leonards on Sea, TN37 7AG
T: 01424 434045 E: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk
*Equity Release refers to Home Reversion plans and Lifetime Mortgages.
To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration.
The value of investments (including property) and the income
derived from them may go down as well as up.

T: 01424 434045 E: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk

