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EAC Contributes to Ravilious Purchase

We are pleased to tell you of our contribution to the Towner Gallery’s purchase
of Beachy Head, 1939 by Eric Ravilious.

The acquisition of this important work (Towner has one of the largest and most
significant collections of his work) was made possible by the support of the Art
Fund, the National Heritage Memorial Fund, the Arts Council England/Victoria 
and Albert Museum Purchase Grant Fund, The Monument Trust and 
Eastbourne Arts Circle.   

This followed on from the opening a few years ago of a ‘Ravilious’ designated
room, entirely funded by the Eastbourne Arts Circle, in order to showcase a
changing selection of Eric Ravilious’s watercolours, prints and ceramics.

Also, in 2017, Towner presented Ravilious & Co: The Pattern of Friendship, a
major new exhibition which explored the important relationships and working
collaborations between Ravilious and his friends and associates.

Cover Picture James Gillray, Very Slippy-Weather, 1808, © British Museum



3

I got back from a lecture tour of New
Zealand on 3rd March expecting that
Spring would be here, but found a
snowy Eastbourne instead. A big thank
you to our Vice Chair Elizabeth Muir
Lewis who kept things ticking over
excellently.

I think that 2017 has been a good year
for Eastbourne Arts Circle rounded off
with our Pre-Christmas Lunch at the
Lansdowne Hotel which I hope those
that attended thoroughly enjoyed.  

As you probably already know, we
have pledged £50,000 to the Towner’s
Acquisition fund over the next five
years and our first instalment of
£10,000 was gifted to the Towner just
before Christmas.  We are pleased
to report that a large part of this
went towards the purchase of
Eric Ravilious’s painting of Beachy
Head.  A welcome addition to the
Towner’s art collection. (see opposite)

Elizabeth has put
together a great
spring programme
of lectures including
a demonstration of
lanscape painting by professional artist
Michael Cruickshank (which has never
been done before at Towner).
See details on page 6, early booking is
advised.

The new auditorium has improved the
audience experience considerably
allowing for a larger audience to enjoy
our lectures.  However, we do quickly
allocate the 80 seats available so
please book your tickets as soon as
possible to reserve your place.

Once again, a big thank you for your
continued support.

Helen

Chairman’s Letter

Members and guests at the Eastbourne
Arts Circle Pre-Christmas Lunch

Stop Press
Our AGM will be in the auditorium

on 13th April at 1pm before our

The Shakers lecture. Please join us.
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Friday Art Lectures All talks
2.30-4.30pm

Satirical Prints in
Britain: c. 1720-1830

with
Dr Prasannajit 
de Silva

Friday 11 May
Towner, Carlisle Road

Eastbourne

Satirical prints (displaying varying degrees of subtlety and wit!) were a
major part of British visual culture for a period of around one hundred
years from the early eighteenth century.  This lecture will explore the
reasons – practical, social, and political – for their emergence as a
genre and their popularity in this period, and consider some of the
possible causes of their subsequent decline.  Looking at a range of 
examples of work by artists such as William Hogarth, James Gillray,
Thomas Rowlandson, and George Cruikshank, we will consider the
types of subjects covered, the ways in which the prints functioned through
techniques such as caricature and parody, and the nature of their appeal.

Dr Prassanajit de Silva is an art historian, university lecturer and
accredited speaker for NADFAS (Arts Society).

Tickets £12
(EAC members £10)
See page 8 for full ticket details.

James Gillray, A Voluptuary under the 
Horrors of Digestion, 1792, © British Museum
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Sunday Art Lectures at Towner

Pablo Picasso in front of Guernica

Picasso’s

Guernica
with Peter Scott

Sunday 3 June 2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road

Guernica is a mural sized oil painting by 
famous Spanish artist Pablo Picasso 
completed in 1937. Using a palette of black,
grey and white Picasso was inspired by the
bombing of the Basque village of Guernica in
Northern Spain during the Spanish Civil war.

During his lecture Peter Scott will be exploring
why this art work is regarded as one of the
most powerful anti-war paintings of all time.

Peter Scott is an experienced lecturer and
guide at Tate Britain, Tate Modern and the
Dulwich Gallery. 

Tickets £12
(EAC members £10)
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Painting
Demonstration
with artist

Michael

Cruickshank 

Friday 15 June, 2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road, Eastbourne

This is an exciting opportunity to see a gifted
artist at work.  Using a state of the art document
camera hooked up to the projector, the audience
will be able to watch the process of an artist
actually producing a painting. This ‘real time
viewing’ has never been experienced at the
Towner before!

Michael Cruickshank is a professional
landscape artist, teacher and writer whose
paintings are widely collected at home and
abroad. He runs courses in landscape painting
at Bradness Gallery for beginners as well as
those wishing to rekindle their desire to paint. 

Tickets £12
(EAC members £10)
Early booking advised.

Art Lectures at Towner

Autumn Colours
by Michael Cruickshank
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Art Lectures at Towner

Artists and the

Sussex Seaside

Resorts: c. 1750-1914

with
Dr Sue Berry FSA

Friday 13 July
Towner, Carlisle Road
Eastbourne

From the 1750s, seaside tourism developed along the coast of Sussex,
reviving the fortunes of many coastal towns and encouraging the
development of new ones such as Bognor Regis and Worthing.
Amateur and professional artists and printmakers have left us a rich
resource of images of the resorts. Using these, we can see how the
resorts changed and explore the way in which the sea was used.
Artists captured the bathing machines, the promenading beside the
sea to appreciate the view and the fresh air, the building of piers so
that visitors could venture over the sea. Styles and types of coastal
buildings changed as each new fashion adding to the varied look of 
the front.  

Dr Sue berry is a historian and Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries
of London who specialises in aspects of the social and economic history
of the period between c1740 and 1914. She has written about the resorts
of Sussex, country houses and agriculture. 

Tickets £12
(EAC members £10)

The Daddy Long Legs, Volks 
Electric Railway Association, 1892
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Ticket Information for our Events 

tickets for all Eastbourne Arts Circle events are available from the
postal ticket office run by Philip Anson and also from the borough
Council’s tourist information Centre (tiC) in Cornfield Road. As you
may be aware the TIC charges us 10% commission for their sales, so we
are unable to offer member discounts via this outlet.

Tickets are released for sale three times a year on the same day that our
newsletter is posted out to members. The newsletter is accompanied by a
ticket order form which is the best way to place your ticket order.  As you
are aware, there are approx. 80 seats in the new auditorium at the Towner
Art Gallery, but it should interest you to know that one of the events in the
Spring season became sold out after only 4 weeks, so it is important to
place your ticket orders soon after receiving the order form to avoid
disappointment.

To avoid a build-up of paperwork, all order forms are scanned and then
returned with your tickets if you have sent an SAE. It is essential that you
put your full details on the order form, so that this information is captured,
even if you are sending an SAE.  Envelopes for SAEs should be a
reasonable size.

The Summer 2018 season will bring changes to the system of ticket
distribution. As a large number of members are requesting that their
tickets are sent to them by email, rather than an expensive SAE, with
effect from April members will get a printout of the tickets allocated to
them.  This will be emailed for printing out at home unless an SAE is
enclosed, when a printed copy will be sent in their SAE. We will no longer
be using cardboard tickets.

We will also be asking the TIC to record the contact details of those people
who buy tickets from them.  This will enable us to contact all ticket holders
in the event that an event has to be cancelled or postponed.

We would like to remind you that we regret that we can no longer offer an
online sale of tickets by credit card.

Eastbourne Arts Circle Postal ticket Sales:
Philip Anson tel: 01323 411906
Email: Ansonpr@aol.com
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towner Patrons are the gallery’s most important and valued
supporters whose annual contribution of £500 provides much
needed unrestricted income for world-class exhibitions and the
learning programme.

Your support helps ensure we remain a ‘gallery for the people’ just as our
founder Alderman John Chisholm Towner intended with his bequest in 1922.

Patrons enjoy a exclusive access to the gallery, and benefits include:

• Invitations to exclusive curator-led exhibition previews
and special viewings

• Invitations to opening private views and Art Store tours
• Unlimited free entry to any ticketed exhibitions
• Acknowledgement in our donor roll
• Discounted tickets for talks and events
• 10% discount in our shop and café
• Supporters’ monthly newsletter by email
• Towner exhibition guides mailed to your door

Towner Art Gallery is a charity which relies on the generous support and
commitment of its donors who believe in our vision to enable everyone to
enjoy and participate in art and culture, and thrive for future generations.

To become a Towner Patron, contact:
clare.dobson@townereastbourne.org.uk or call 01323 434663.

Becoming a Patron of Towner 
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Forthcoming Lectures 

barbara Hepworth
and Henry Moore

with Peter Scott

Poetry Event
oscar Wilde with

EAC Talent

Pre-Raphaelites
with

Dr Alexandra Loske

Rauschenberg
& Jasper Johns
with John Perrin



Eastbourne Arts Circle Membership
For just £15 a year you can benefit from reduced prices on

top quality lectures, receive regular newsletters,
invitations to Christmas lunches and Towner exhibitions.

To join please contact Christine Gawad, Membership
Secretary: on 01323 504086.

Please renew your membership

Shirley bloom

We extend our condolences to the
friends and family of life member
Shirley Bloom who passed away
recently.  Her support will be greatly
missed.

Please support Eastbourne Arts Circle

and advertise in our newsletter

If you would like to advertise in the next
Eastbourne Arts Circle

newsletter please contact:
Elizabeth at emuirlewis@gmail.com

Keep receiving emails from EAC
We have recently been in contact with members who receive regular emails
from us.  New General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) effective
25/5/18 now require that all those people on our email contact list must give
permission.  If you have not already done so, please reply to our request
and give your consent to regular EAC notifications by email. 



We provide independent financial advice,
using the latest technology, including our

Personal Finance Portal for our clients.

Advice for individuals
Retirement Planning
Investment Planning

Protection
Inheritance Tax Planning

Equity Release Specialists*
Care Fees Planning Specialists

Residential & Buy to Let Mortgages**

Advice for businesses
Group Pensions

Key Person Protection
Shareholder Protection

Group Protection Planning
Group Private Medical Insurance

bellcrest House, 114 battle Road,
St leonards on Sea, tN37 7AG

t: 01424 434045   E: office@informedfa.co.uk
W: www.informedfa.co.uk

*Equity Release refers to Home Reversion plans and Lifetime Mortgages.
To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration. 

**Your home or property may be repossessed if you do not keep
up repayments on your mortgage. 

The value of investments (including property) and the income
derived from them may go down as well as up. 

t: 01424 434045   E: office@informedfa.co.uk
www.informedfa.co.uk


